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From the conjectured identity of the Dark Lady of the Sonnets to misprints in the First Folio, from
Shakespeare's favorite figures of speech to the staging of Othello in South Africa, The Oxford Companion to
Shakespeare offers the most comprehensive coverage available on all aspects of Shakespeare's life and
works.
Illustrated with more than 100 photographs and boasting contributions from a team of internationally
renowned scholars (including such noted Shakespeare authorities as Helen Vendler, Park Honan, and
Jonathan Bate), the Companion has more than 3,000 entries that offer succinct, stimulating, and authoritative
commentary on Shakespeare's life and times, his plays and poems, and their interpretation around the world
over the last four centuries. All Shakespeare's plays--from As You Like It and All's Well that Ends Well to
King Lear and Hamlet--are covered in major articles. There are concise descriptions of allusions in
Shakespeare (Ajax, Agamemnon), well-known critics (Samuel Johnson, John Dryden), great Shakespearian
actors (Richard Burbage, Lawrence Olivier, Kenneth Branagh), characters in the plays (Mercutio, Ophelia),
figures of speech (metaphor, metonymy, oxymoron), and much more. Longer articles explore topics such as
Shakespeare's birthplace, censorship, the Chamberlain's Men, film, and Shakespeare's reception in such
countries as China, Italy, and the United States.
Bringing its readers up to date not only with the latest in Shakespearian scholarship and controversy but with
the plays' most recent incarnations on stage, film, and in international popular culture, this is the perfect
companion to Shakespeare's works, covering everything from Aaron to Zeffirelli, and from Shakespeare in
schools to Shakespeare in Love.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Robinson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The Oxford
Companion to Shakespeare, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Carmela Martin:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Oxford Companion to Shakespeare why because
the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.

Brandy Felts:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The The Oxford Companion to Shakespeare will give you new experience in reading a book.

Kirk Nutter:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and The Oxford Companion to Shakespeare or
even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
books are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
The Oxford Companion to Shakespeare to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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