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Today we are all familiar with the iconic pictures of the nebulae produced by the Hubble Space Telescope’s
digital cameras. But there was a time, before the successful application of photography to the heavens, in
which scientists had to rely on handmade drawings of these mysterious phenomena.
           
Observing by Hand sheds entirely new light on the ways in which the production and reception of
handdrawn images of the nebulae in the nineteenth century contributed to astronomical observation. Omar
W. Nasim investigates hundreds of unpublished observing books and paper records from six nineteenth-
century observers of the nebulae: Sir John Herschel; William Parsons, the third Earl of Rosse; William
Lassell; Ebenezer Porter Mason; Ernst Wilhelm Leberecht Tempel; and George Phillips Bond. Nasim
focuses on the ways in which these observers created and employed their drawings in data-driven
procedures, from their choices of artistic materials and techniques to their practices and scientific
observation. He examines the ways in which the act of drawing complemented the acts of seeing and
knowing, as well as the ways that making pictures was connected to the production of scientific knowledge.
           
An impeccably researched, carefully crafted, and beautifully illustrated piece of historical work, Observing
by Hand will delight historians of science, art, and the book, as well as astronomers and philosophers.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Music:

Often the book Observing by Hand: Sketching the Nebulae in the Nineteenth Century will bring someone to
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Observing by Hand: Sketching the Nebulae
in the Nineteenth Century is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Celina Ziolkowski:

The book untitled Observing by Hand: Sketching the Nebulae in the Nineteenth Century contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Cathy Lantz:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Observing by Hand: Sketching the Nebulae in the
Nineteenth Century can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have
factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Observing
by Hand: Sketching the Nebulae in the Nineteenth Century.

Allen Lutz:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book Observing by Hand: Sketching the Nebulae in the Nineteenth
Century was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to
get book that you wanted.
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