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Isaac Newton said that if he had seen farther than others, it was because he was standing on the shoulders of
giants: Nicolaus Copernicus, Tycho Brahe, Galileo Galilei, and Johannes Kepler. James A. Connor focuses
on one of those giants in his fascinating and largely untold story of the "Protestant Galileo," Johannes
Kepler. Set against the backdrop of the witchcraft trial of his mother, Kepler's Witch vividly brings to life the
tidal forces of the Reformation and Counter-Reformation, submerging us into these turbulent times,
revealing not only the surprisingly spiritual nature of early modern science, but Kepler's role as a neglected
hero of conscience.

The doorway into Kepler's life and times begins with the sensational witchcraft trial of his elderly mother,
Katharina, an eccentric woman who, like Kepler, was too smart for the world she lived in. The story is filled
with crooked judges, sadistic bailiffs, and nasty neighbors bent on the destruction of this single, half-mad old
woman. Using never-before translated transcripts of the trial, Connor explains that witches in the seventeenth
century were the terrorists of their day. Tragically, thousands of people -- mostly women -- had gone to the
stake by the time of Katharina Kepler's trial.

Johannes Kepler's life thus became a pilgrimage, a spiritual journey into the modern world through disease
and horrible injustice on the eve of Europe's terrible and bloody Thirty Years' War. Kepler was concerned
with more than scientific discoveries and achievement -- he fought for peace and reconciliation between the
Christian churches, even when it nearly cost him his life. Exiled twice by Catholic princes and
excommunicated by his fellow Lutherans, he was unbowed in his scientific and moral vision.

Besides the witchcraft trial records and testimonies, Connor has translated many of Kepler's diary entries and
correspondence into English for the first time. With a great respect for the history of these times and the life
of this man, Connor's unforgettable story illuminates Kepler, a man of science, as well as Kepler, a man of
uncommon faith and courage.
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From reader reviews:

David Tillery:

This book untitled Kepler's Witch: An Astronomer's Discovery of Cosmic Order Amid Religious War,
Political Intrigue, and the Heresy Trial of His Mother to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book
in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to
you personally to past this guide from your list.

Joe Garner:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Kepler's Witch: An Astronomer's
Discovery of Cosmic Order Amid Religious War, Political Intrigue, and the Heresy Trial of His Mother can
be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Lesley Dwyer:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Kepler's Witch: An Astronomer's Discovery of Cosmic Order Amid
Religious War, Political Intrigue, and the Heresy Trial of His Mother was filled with regards to science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various
feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Michelle Garrett:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Kepler's Witch: An Astronomer's
Discovery of Cosmic Order Amid Religious War, Political Intrigue, and the Heresy Trial of His Mother to
make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation
about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
examine it. Beside that the guide Kepler's Witch: An Astronomer's Discovery of Cosmic Order Amid
Religious War, Political Intrigue, and the Heresy Trial of His Mother can to be your friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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