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A wonderful new translation of the poetry of Basho—Zen monk, poet of nature, and master of the haiku form.

Basho's Haiku offers the most comprehensive translation yet of the poetry of Japanese writer Matsuo Basho
(1644–1694), who is credited with perfecting and popularizing the haiku form of poetry. One of the most
widely read Japanese writers, both within his own country and worldwide, Basho is especially beloved by
those who appreciate nature and those who practice Zen Buddhism. Born into the samurai class, Basho
rejected that world after the death of his master and became a wandering poet and teacher. During his travels
across Japan, he became a lay Zen monk and studied history and classical poetry. His poems contained a
mystical quality and expressed universal themes through simple images from the natural world.

David Landis Barnhill's brilliant book strives for literal translations of Basho's work, arranged
chronologically in order to show Basho's development as a writer. Avoiding wordy and explanatory
translations, Barnhill captures the brevity and vitality of the original Japanese, letting the images suggest the
depth of meaning involved. Barnhill also presents an overview of haiku poetry and analyzes the significance
of nature in this literary form, while suggesting the importance of Basho to contemporary American
literature and environmental thought.

David Landis Barnhill is Director of Environmental Studies and Professor of English at the University of
Wisconsin at Oshkosh. He is the coeditor (with Roger S. Gottlieb) of Deep Ecology and World Religions:
New Essays on Sacred Ground, also published by SUNY Press, and the editor of At Home on the Earth:
Becoming Native to Our Place: A Multicultural Anthology.
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From reader reviews:

Richard McCain:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Basho's Haiku: Selected Poems of Matsuo Basho, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Justin Price:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is
this Basho's Haiku: Selected Poems of Matsuo Basho.

Elizabeth Schwartz:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Basho's Haiku: Selected Poems of
Matsuo Basho e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Basho's Haiku:
Selected Poems of Matsuo Basho as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one
book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to one more sixth sense.

Roman Morris:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore , this Basho's Haiku: Selected Poems of Matsuo Basho can make you feel more interested
to read.
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