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Gideon Welles’s 1861 appointment as secretary of the navy placed him at the hub of Union planning for the
Civil War and in the midst of the powerful personalities vying for influence in Abraham Lincoln’s cabinet.
Although Welles initially knew little of naval matters, he rebuilt a service depleted by Confederate
defections, planned actions that gave the Union badly needed victories in the war’s early days, and oversaw a
blockade that weakened the South’s economy.
 
Perhaps the hardest-working member of the cabinet, Welles still found time to keep a detailed diary that has
become one of the key documents for understanding the inner workings of the Lincoln administration. In this
new edition, William E. and Erica L. Gienapp have restored Welles’s original observations, gleaned from the
manuscript diaries at the Library of Congress and freed from his many later revisions, so that the reader can
experience what he wrote in the moment. With his vitriolic pen, Welles captures the bitter disputes over
strategy and war aims, lacerates colleagues from Secretary of State William H. Seward to General-in-Chief
Henry Halleck, and condemns the actions of the self-serving southern elite he sees as responsible for the war.
He can just as easily wax eloquent about the Navy's wartime achievements, extoll the virtues of Lincoln, or
drop in a tidbit of Washington gossip.
 
Carefully edited and extensively annotated, this edition contains a wealth of supplementary material. The
several appendixes include short biographies of the members of Lincoln’s cabinet, the retrospective Welles
wrote after leaving office covering the period missing from the diary proper, and important letters regarding
naval matters and international law.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Knowles:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Civil War Diary of Gideon Welles, Lincoln's Secretary of the Navy:
The Original Manuscript Edition (The Knox College Lincoln Studies Center). Try to stumble through book
The Civil War Diary of Gideon Welles, Lincoln's Secretary of the Navy: The Original Manuscript Edition
(The Knox College Lincoln Studies Center) as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when
you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Frank Huynh:

The feeling that you get from The Civil War Diary of Gideon Welles, Lincoln's Secretary of the Navy: The
Original Manuscript Edition (The Knox College Lincoln Studies Center) could be the more deep you
searching the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Civil War Diary of Gideon Welles, Lincoln's Secretary of
the Navy: The Original Manuscript Edition (The Knox College Lincoln Studies Center) giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone
who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this The Civil War Diary of Gideon Welles, Lincoln's Secretary of
the Navy: The Original Manuscript Edition (The Knox College Lincoln Studies Center) instantly.

Russell Stringer:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended to you is The Civil War Diary of Gideon Welles, Lincoln's Secretary of the Navy:
The Original Manuscript Edition (The Knox College Lincoln Studies Center) this guide consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Robert Lyman:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Civil War Diary of Gideon Welles, Lincoln's



Secretary of the Navy: The Original Manuscript Edition (The Knox College Lincoln Studies Center) was
colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Civil War Diary of Gideon
Welles, Lincoln's Secretary of the Navy: The Original Manuscript Edition (The Knox College Lincoln
Studies Center) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all
of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for
you and try to like reading this.
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