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In this groundbreaking book, renowned art historian Hans Belting proposes a new anthropological theory for
interpreting human picture making. Rather than focus exclusively on pictures as they are embodied in
various media such as painting, sculpture, or photography, he links pictures to our mental images and
therefore our bodies. The body is understood as a "living medium" that produces, perceives, or remembers
images that are different from the images we encounter through handmade or technical pictures. Refusing to
reduce images to their material embodiment yet acknowledging the importance of the historical media in
which images are manifested, An Anthropology of Images presents a challenging and provocative new
account of what pictures are and how they function.

The book demonstrates these ideas with a series of compelling case studies, ranging from Dante's picture
theory to post-photography. One chapter explores the tension between image and medium in two "media of
the body," the coat of arms and the portrait painting. Another, central chapter looks at the relationship
between image and death, tracing picture production, including the first use of the mask, to early funerary
rituals in which pictures served to represent the missing bodies of the dead. Pictures were tools to re-embody
the deceased, to make them present again, a fact that offers a surprising clue to the riddle of presence and
absence in most pictures and that reveals a genealogy of pictures obscured by Platonic picture theory.
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From reader reviews:

George Hartzell:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject An
Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body suitable to you? The actual book was written by well
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled An Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Bodyis
a single of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Jennifer Nava:

Often the book An Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body will bring that you the new experience
of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to learn, this book very suited to you. The book An Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body is
much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Susan Hare:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be An Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body
why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

John Johnson:

You will get this An Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply
e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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