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Renaissance Italy is often characterized as a place of unusual tolerance and privilege toward Jews. Unlike
England, France, Germany, Spain, and Portugal, the princely courts of early modern Italy, particularly
Urbino, Mantua, and Ferrara, offered economic and social prosperity to Jews. When anti-Jewish hostilities
created civic tumult in this region, secular authorities promptly contained the violence.

Yet this written record tells only one part of the story. Pictures tell another. In The Jew in the Art of the
Italian Renaissance, Dana E. Katz reveals how Renaissance paintings and sculpture became part of a policy
of tolerance that deflected violence to a symbolic status. While rulers upheld toleration legislation governing
Christian-Jewish relations, they simultaneously supported artistic commissions that perpetuated violence
against Jews. The economic benefits Jewish toleration supplied never outweighed the animosity toward Jews'
participation in the Christian community.

Katz examines how particular forms of visual representation were used to punish Jews symbolically for
alleged crimes against Christianity, including host desecration, deicide, and ritual murder. The production of
such imagery testifies to the distinctive Jewry policies employed in the northern Italian princedoms,
republican Florence, and imperial Trent. The book provides new insights into famous masterworks by
Andrea Mantegna, Paolo Uccello, and others, placing these paintings within a larger discourse that
incorporates noncanonical, provincial works of art.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Urso:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Jew in the Art of the Italian Renaissance (Jewish Culture and Contexts), you may tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Chad Smith:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Jew in the Art of the Italian
Renaissance (Jewish Culture and Contexts) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?

Luis Poole:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve The Jew in the Art of the Italian Renaissance (Jewish Culture and
Contexts) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book
that you wanted.

Meghan Drucker:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the The Jew in the Art of the Italian Renaissance (Jewish Culture and Contexts) when you
needed it?
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