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When first published in 1979, Haim Be’er’s Feathers was a critical and commercial success, ushering in a
period of great productivity and expansiveness in modern Hebrew literature. Now considered a classic in
Israeli fiction the book is finally available to English readers worldwide. In this, his first novel, Be’er
portrays the world of a deeply religious community in Jerusalem during the author’s childhood and
adolescence in the 1950s and 60s. The novel is filled with vivid portraits of eccentric Jerusalem characters,
chief among them the book’s main character, Mordecai Leder, who dreams of founding a utopian colony
based on the theories of the nineteenth-century Viennese Jewish thinker Karl Popper-Lynkeus. Similar high-
flying dreams inspire the family of the narrator, strict Orthodox Jews with impractical minds and
adventurous souls—men such as the narrator’s father, who periodically disappears from home on botanical
expeditions meant to prove that the willow tree of Scripture is in fact the Australian eucalyptus.

Experimental in structure and mood, Feathers features kaleidoscopic jumps in time, back and forth in the
narrator’s memories from boyhood to adulthood. Its moods swing wildly from hilarity to the macabre, from
familial warmth to the loneliness of adolescence. Jerusalem and its inhabitants, as well as the emotional life
of the narrator, are splintered and reconstituted, shattered and patched. This fragmentation, combined with a
preoccupation with death and physical dissolution and dreamlike flights of imagination, evokes an Israeli
magical realism.

Feathers was chosen one of the 100 Greatest Works of Modern Jewish Literature by the National Yiddish
Book Center.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Rhee:

The reserve with title Feathers (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) posesses a lot
of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era
of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Shaun Richards:

Beside this kind of Feathers (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) in your phone, it
may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Feathers (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry)
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want
to miss the item? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Coleman Bailey:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Feathers (The Tauber Institute Series
for the Study of European Jewry) can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one
book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to
have Feathers (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry).

Clement Williams:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
known as of book Feathers (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry). You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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