
The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The
Discovery of Neurotransmitters and the Dispute

Over How Nerves Communicate
Elliot S. Valenstein

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0231135882
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0231135882
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0231135882


The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of
Neurotransmitters and the Dispute Over How Nerves
Communicate

Elliot S. Valenstein

The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of Neurotransmitters and the Dispute Over How
Nerves Communicate Elliot S. Valenstein

Like the cracking of the genetic code and the creation of the atomic bomb, the discovery of how the brain's
neurons work is one of the fundamental scientific developments of the twentieth century. The discovery of
neurotransmitters revolutionized the way we think about the brain and what it means to be human yet few
people know how they were discovered, the scientists involved, or the fierce controversy about whether they
even existed. The War of the Soups and the Sparks tells the saga of the dispute between the pharmacologists,
who had uncovered the first evidence that nerves communicate by releasing chemicals, and the
neurophysiologists, experts on the nervous system, who dismissed the evidence and remained committed to
electrical explanations.

The protagonists of this story are Otto Loewi and Henry Dale, who received Nobel Prizes for their work, and
Walter Cannon, who would have shared the prize with them if he had not been persuaded to adopt a
controversial theory (how that happened is an important part of this history). Valenstein sets his story of
scientific discovery against the backdrop of two world wars and examines the fascinating lives of several
scientists whose work was affected by the social and political events of their time. He recounts such stories
as Loewi's arrest by Nazi storm troopers and Dale's efforts at helping key scientists escape Germany.

The War of the Soups and the Sparks reveals how science and scientists work. Valenstein describes the
observations and experiments that led to the discovery of neurotransmitters and sheds light on what
determines whether a novel concept will gain acceptance among the scientific community. His work also
explains the immense importance of Loewi, Dale, and Cannon's achievements in our understanding of the
human brain and the way mental illnesses are conceptualized and treated.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Garcia:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important normally. The book The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The
Discovery of Neurotransmitters and the Dispute Over How Nerves Communicate has been making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The e-book The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of Neurotransmitters
and the Dispute Over How Nerves Communicate is not only giving you more new information but also for
being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship with the book The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of Neurotransmitters
and the Dispute Over How Nerves Communicate. You never experience lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Miles Towles:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying The War of the Soups and the
Sparks: The Discovery of Neurotransmitters and the Dispute Over How Nerves Communicate that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for
all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, it is possible to pick The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of
Neurotransmitters and the Dispute Over How Nerves Communicate become your own starter.

Aaron Powers:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of Neurotransmitters and the
Dispute Over How Nerves Communicate this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this
world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Bruce Herrera:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when



they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The War of the Soups and the Sparks:
The Discovery of Neurotransmitters and the Dispute Over How Nerves Communicate to make your own
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book
and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside
that the publication The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of Neurotransmitters and the
Dispute Over How Nerves Communicate can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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