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Why are sport stars central to celebrity culture? What are the implications of their fame?

Proceeding from a broadly based discussion of heroism, fame and celebrity, Smart addresses a number of
prominent modern sports and sport stars, including Michael Jordan (basketball), David Beckham (football),
Tiger Woods (golf), Anna Kournikova and the Williams sisters (tennis).

He analyses the development of modern sport in the UK and USA, demonstrating the key economic and
cultural factors that have contributed to the popularity of sport stars, while examining issues such as race and
gender, the impact of professionalization, growing media coverage, the role of agents and the increasing
presence of commercial corporations providing sponsorship and endorsement contracts.

This book situates the sport star as the embodiment of the various tensions of age, class, race, gender and
culture. It argues that sporting figures possess an increasingly rare quality of authenticity that gives them the
capacity to lift and inspire people. The book is a major contribution to the sociology and culture of sport and
celebrity.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Bush:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Sport Star: Modern Sport and
the Cultural Economy of Sporting Celebrity (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Doris Rice:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve The Sport Star: Modern Sport and the Cultural Economy of
Sporting Celebrity (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) was filled with regards to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different
feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to
read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Walter Jones:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. With the book The Sport Star: Modern Sport and the Cultural Economy of Sporting Celebrity
(Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) we can get more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book The Sport Star:
Modern Sport and the Cultural Economy of Sporting Celebrity (Published in association with Theory,
Culture & Society). You can more appealing than now.

Paula Lauria:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the The Sport Star: Modern Sport and the Cultural Economy of Sporting Celebrity (Published in



association with Theory, Culture & Society) when you needed it?
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