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Machiavelli in Love introduces a complex concept of sex and sexual identity and their roles in the culture
and politics of the Italian Renaissance. Guido Ruggiero's study counters the consensus among historians and
literary critics that there was little sense of individual identity and almost no sense of sexual identity before
the modern period.

Drawing from the works of major literary figures such as Boccaccio, Aretino, and Castiglione, and rereading
them against archival evidence, Ruggiero examines the concept of identity via consensus realities of family,
neighbors, friends, and social peers, as well as broader communities and solidarities. The author contends
that Renaissance Italians understood sexual identity as a part of the human life cycle, something that changed
throughout stages of youthful experimentation, marriage, adult companionship, and old age.

Machiavelli’s letters and literary production reveal a fascinating construction of self that is highly reliant on
sexual reputation. Ruggiero's challenging reinterpretation of this canonical figure, as well as his unique
treatment of other major works of the period, offer new approaches for reading Renaissance literature and
new understandings of the way life was lived and perceived during this time.
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From reader reviews:

Alison Caulfield:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Machiavelli in Love: Sex, Self, and Society in the Italian
Renaissance. Try to stumble through book Machiavelli in Love: Sex, Self, and Society in the Italian
Renaissance as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Jose Tiernan:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Machiavelli in Love: Sex, Self, and Society in
the Italian Renaissance book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jason Cook:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write
about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them is this Machiavelli in Love: Sex, Self, and Society in the Italian Renaissance.

Mary Scruggs:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Machiavelli in Love: Sex, Self, and Society in the Italian Renaissance can make you really



feel more interested to read.
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