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Refusing to cast gangs in solely criminal terms, Robert J. Durán, a former gang member turned scholar,
recasts such groups as an adaptation to the racial oppression of colonization in the American Southwest.
Developing a paradigm rooted in ethnographic research and almost two decades of direct experience with
gangs, Durán completes the first-ever study to follow so many marginalized groups so intensely for so long,
revealing their core characteristics, behavior, and activities within two unlikely American cities.

Durán spent five years in Denver, Colorado, and Ogden, Utah, conducting 145 interviews with gang
members, law enforcement officers, prosecutors, and other relevant individuals. From his research, he
constructs a comparative outline of the emergence and criminalization of Latino youth groups, the ideals and
worlds they create, and the reasons for their persistence. He also underscores the failures of violent gang
suppression tactics, which have only further entrenched these groups within the barrio. Encouraging cultural
activists and current and former gang members to pursue grassroots empowerment, Durán proposes new
solutions to racial oppression that challenge and truly alter the conditions of gang life.
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From reader reviews:

James Brecht:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled Gang
Life in Two Cities: An Insider's Journey your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to.
The Gang Life in Two Cities: An Insider's Journey giving you a different experience more than blown away
your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you
the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Crystal Sanchez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Gang Life in Two Cities: An Insider's
Journey e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Gang Life in Two Cities: An
Insider's Journey as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that
can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Dora Gourley:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Gang Life in Two
Cities: An Insider's Journey will give you new experience in reading a book.

Teresa Graham:

You can obtain this Gang Life in Two Cities: An Insider's Journey by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of
e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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