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From 1971 to 1985, battles raged over Westway, a multibillion-dollar highway, development, and park
project slated for placement in New York City. It would have projected far into the Hudson River, including
massive new landfill extending several miles along Manhattan’s Lower West Side. The most expensive
highway project ever proposed, Westway also provoked one of the highest stakes legal battles of its day. In
Fighting Westway, William W. Buzbee reveals how environmentalists, citizens, their lawyers, and a growing
opposition coalition, despite enormous resource disparities, were able to defeat this project supported by
presidents, senators, governors, and mayors, much of the business community, and most unions. Although
Westway’s defeat has been derided as lacking justification, Westway’s critics raised substantial and
ultimately decisive objections. They questioned claimed project benefits and advocated trading federal
Westway dollars for mass transit improvements. They also exposed illegally disregarded environmental
risks, especially to increasingly scarce East Coast young striped bass often found in extraordinarily high
numbers right where Westway was to be built.

Drawing on archival records and interviews, Buzbee goes beyond the veneer of government actions and
court rulings to illuminate the stakes, political pressures, and strategic moves and countermoves that shaped
the Westway war, a fight involving all levels and branches of government, scientific conflict, strategic
citizen action, and hearings, trials, and appeals in federal court. This Westway history illuminates how high-
stakes regulatory battles are fought, the strategies and power of America’s environmental laws, ways urban
priorities are contested, the clout of savvy citizen activists and effective lawyers, and how separation of
powers and federalism frameworks structure legal and political conflict. Whether readers seek an exciting
tale of environmental, political, and legal conflict, to learn what really happened during these battles that
transformed New York City, or to understand how modern legal frameworks shape high stakes regulatory
wars, Fighting Westway will provide a good read.
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From reader reviews:

Jodie Long:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Fighting Westway: Environmental Law,
Citizen Activism, and the Regulatory War That Transformed New York City book since this book offers you
rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is
no doubt in it you may already know.

Carla Ramirez:

This Fighting Westway: Environmental Law, Citizen Activism, and the Regulatory War That Transformed
New York City is great publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who
have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts
accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough
core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Fighting Westway: Environmental Law, Citizen
Activism, and the Regulatory War That Transformed New York City in your hand like having the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or
fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt that will?

Gary Jensen:

You may get this Fighting Westway: Environmental Law, Citizen Activism, and the Regulatory War That
Transformed New York City by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Gretchen Meehan:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source which filled update of news.
On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or



just searching for the Fighting Westway: Environmental Law, Citizen Activism, and the Regulatory War
That Transformed New York City when you essential it?
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