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An intimate cross-country look at the new debate over religion in the public schools
 
A suburban Boston school unwittingly started a firestorm of controversy over a sixth-grade field trip. The
class was visiting a mosque to learn about world religions when a handful of boys, unnoticed by their
teachers, joined the line of worshippers and acted out the motions of the Muslim call to prayer. A video of
the prayer went viral with the title “Wellesley, Massachusetts Public School Students Learn to Pray to
Allah.” Charges flew that the school exposed the children to Muslims who intended to convert American
schoolchildren. Wellesley school officials defended the course, but also acknowledged the delicate dance
teachers must perform when dealing with religion in the classroom.

Courts long ago banned public school teachers from preaching of any kind. But the question remains: How
much should schools teach about the world’s religions? Answering that question in recent decades has pitted
schools against their communities.

Veteran education journalist Linda K. Wertheimer spent months with that class, and traveled to other
communities around the nation, listening to voices on all sides of the controversy, including those of clergy,
teachers, children, and parents who are Muslim, Jewish, Christian, Sikh, or atheist. In Lumberton, Texas,
nearly a hundred people filled a school-board meeting to protest a teacher’s dress-up exercise that allowed
freshman girls to try on a burka as part of a lesson on Islam. In Wichita, Kansas, a Messianic Jewish family’s
opposition to a bulletin-board display about Islam in an elementary school led to such upheaval that the
school had to hire extra security. Across the country, parents have requested that their children be excused
from lessons on Hinduism and Judaism out of fear they will shy away from their own faiths.

But in Modesto, a city in the heart of California’s Bible Belt, teachers have avoided problems since 2000,
when the school system began requiring all high school freshmen to take a world religions course. Students
receive comprehensive lessons on the three major world religions, as well as on Sikhism, Hinduism,
Buddhism, and often Shintoism, Taoism, and Confucianism. One Pentecostal Christian girl, terrified by
“idols,” including a six-inch gold Buddha, learned to be comfortable with other students’ beliefs. 

Wertheimer’s fascinating investigation, which includes a return to her rural Ohio school, which once ran
weekly Christian Bible classes, reveals a public education system struggling to find the right path forward
and offers a promising roadmap for raising a new generation of religiously literate Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Knight:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Faith Ed: Teaching About Religion in an Age of Intolerance can be fine
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Ann Birdsell:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is Faith Ed: Teaching About Religion in an Age of Intolerance.

Angela Yoder:

This Faith Ed: Teaching About Religion in an Age of Intolerance is great guide for you because the content
that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Faith Ed:
Teaching About Religion in an Age of Intolerance in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it
is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this
guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Drew Dube:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Faith Ed: Teaching About Religion in an Age of Intolerance this reserve consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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