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The investigation of Primitive Baptist Universalists -- Calvinist 'No-Hellers, ' which sounds for all the world
like an oxymoron -- requires the exact type of seasoned and comprehensive field experience which Dorgan
has brought to it with meticulous care and insight. -- Deborah Vansau McCauley, author of Appalachian
Mountain ReligionAmong the many forms of religious practice found in the ridges and hollows of Central
Appalachia, one of the most intriguing -- and least understood -- is that of the Primitive Baptist Universalists
(PBUs). Popularly known as the No-Hellers, this small Baptist sub-denomination rejects the notion of an
angry God bent on punishment and retribution and instead embraces the concept of a happy God who
consigns no one to eternal damnation. This book is the first in-depth study of the PBUs and their beliefs.As
Howard Dorgan points out, the designation No-Heller is something of a misnomer. Primitive Baptist
Universalists, he notes, believe in hell -- but they see it as something that exists in this life, in the temporal
world, rather than in an afterlife. For a PBU, sinfulness is the given state of natural man, and hell a reality of
earthly life -- the absence-from-God's-blessing torment that sin generates. PBUs further believe that, at the
moment of Resurrection, all temporal existence will end as all human-kind joins in a wholly egalitarian
heaven, the culmination of Christ's universal atonement.In researching this book, Dorgan spent considerable
time with PBU congregations, interviewing their members and observing their emotionally charged and
joyous worship services. He deftly combines lucid descriptions of PBU beliefs with richly texturedvignettes
portraying the people and how they live their faith on a daily basis. He also explores a fascinating possibility
concerning PBU origins: that a strain of early- nineteenth-century American Universalism reached the
mountains of Appalachia and there fused with Primitive Baptist theology to form this subdenomination,
which barely exists outside a handful of counties in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky, and West Virginia.Like
Dorgan's earlier books, In the Hands of a Happy God offers an insightful blend of ethnography, history, and
theological analysis that will appeal to both Appalachian scholars and all students of American religion.
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From reader reviews:

Regina Noble:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book In the Hands of a Happy God: The "No-Hellers" of Central
Appalachia has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve In the Hands of a Happy God: The "No-Hellers" of
Central Appalachia is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the
book In the Hands of a Happy God: The "No-Hellers" of Central Appalachia. You never experience lose out
for everything if you read some books.

Irene Justice:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the In the
Hands of a Happy God: The "No-Hellers" of Central Appalachia is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Sandra Romero:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take In the Hands of a Happy God: The "No-Hellers" of
Central Appalachia as your daily resource information.

Mary Tobin:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this In the Hands of a Happy God: The "No-Hellers" of Central Appalachia



can make you sense more interested to read.
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