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Is voting out of fashion? Does it matter if voters don't show up at the polls? If yes, is legal enforcement of
voting compatible with democracy? These are just a few of the questions linked to the thorny problem of
electoral abstention. This book addresses the hot question whether there is a duty to vote and if this is
enforceable in the form of compulsory voting.

Divided into two parts, Anthoula Malkopoulou begins by expertly presenting the importance of compulsory
voting today, situating the debate within the contemporary discussion on liberty, equality and democracy.
Then, she questions the historical origins of the idea in Europe. In particular, she examines parliamentary
discussions and other primary sources from France and Greece, including a few additional insights from
other countries like Switzerland and Belgium. Focusing especially on the years between 1870 and 1930, the
reader learns about the historical actors of the debates, their efforts to legitimate punishment of abstention
through normative arguments, but also their strategic motivations and political interests. While discussions at
the beginning of the century focus on introducing compulsory voting, Malkopoulou criticizes its misuse after
the Second World War, exposing the contingency of relevant normative claims today and the conditionality
of compulsory voting.

From ancient times until today, you learn about the ideological debates, their political context and how the
problems of equal representation and democratic moderation persist through the ages.
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From reader reviews:

Antoine Dejean:

The book The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studies in Social
and Political Thought) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
with the subject. If you can make reading a book The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's
Duty? (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) to become your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like open up and read a guide The History of Compulsory Voting in
Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought). Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Jennifer Frederick:

The knowledge that you get from The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty?
(Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) may be the more deep you searching the information that
hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studies in Social
and Political Thought) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this kind of The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studies in
Social and Political Thought) instantly.

Samantha Peay:

The particular book The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studies in
Social and Political Thought) will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very
suitable to you. The book The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge
Studies in Social and Political Thought) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Annie Fowler:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been



ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe:
Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought), you can enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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