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Castiglione's Cortegiano, or the Courtier, is one of the best-known texts of the Italian Renaissance. When it
first appeared in 1528, the Courtier was widely read as a guide to contemporary conduct. Its popularity led to
its publication in six languages in twenty different European centers in the sixteenth century alone. While the
text itself has been studied very carefully in recent years as the embodiment of the spirit of the High
Renaissance, its multitude of readers, spread over the world, has received much less attention. In this
engaging study Peter Burke explores how readers over the years have responded to the Courtier. Because it
was read so widely in Europe, the Courtier affords Burke an ideal test case for the diffusion and reception of
ideas. From Poland and Hungary to England, Portugal, and even the New World, he takes us on a fascinating
tour of the courts, libraries, and reading rooms of Europe in search of Castiglione's idea of the perfect
courtier. He shows how changing responses to the Courtier, both positive and negative, reveal changing
social values and how regional variations in its reception reflect the emerging cultural map of early modern
Europe. His evidence includes printing history, translations, marginalia, and records of sale and possession.
He concludes with a discussion of the later fortune of the Courtier, including its role in the "civilizing
process" and its curious appeal to writers as different as Samuel Johnson and W. B. Yeats.Informed by
Burke's considerable knowledge of printing and publishing history, this book contributes to our growing
understanding of the history of the book and to our knowledge of the Renaissance and its reception.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Banks:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Fortunes of the Courtier: The European
Reception of Castiglione's Cortegiano (Penn State Series in the History of the Book). Try to the actual book
The Fortunes of the Courtier: The European Reception of Castiglione's Cortegiano (Penn State Series in the
History of the Book) as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and
beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Joe North:

The book The Fortunes of the Courtier: The European Reception of Castiglione's Cortegiano (Penn State
Series in the History of the Book) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book The Fortunes of the Courtier: The European
Reception of Castiglione's Cortegiano (Penn State Series in the History of the Book)? Wide variety you have
a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give
for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Fortunes of the Courtier: The European Reception of
Castiglione's Cortegiano (Penn State Series in the History of the Book) has simple shape but you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

William Ochoa:

The experience that you get from The Fortunes of the Courtier: The European Reception of Castiglione's
Cortegiano (Penn State Series in the History of the Book) is the more deep you rooting the information that
hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware
of but The Fortunes of the Courtier: The European Reception of Castiglione's Cortegiano (Penn State Series
in the History of the Book) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific
The Fortunes of the Courtier: The European Reception of Castiglione's Cortegiano (Penn State Series in the
History of the Book) instantly.



Evelyn Broderick:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Fortunes of the Courtier: The European
Reception of Castiglione's Cortegiano (Penn State Series in the History of the Book) as the daily resource
information.
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