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As the nineteenth century progressed into the twentieth, novels about politically active women became
increasingly common. Until now, however, no one has studied this body of writing as a distinct tradition in
American literature. In Romancing the Vote, Leslie Petty recovers this tradition and also examines how the
fiction written about the women's rights and related movements contributed to the creation and continued
vitality of those movements.

Petty examines the novels as paradigms of feminist activism and reform communities and elucidates how
they, whether wittingly or not, model ways to create similar communities in the real world. She demonstrates
how the narratives provide insight into the hopes and anxieties surrounding some of the most important
political movements in American history and how they encapsulate the movements' paradoxical blend of
progressive and conservative ideologies.

The major works discussed are Elizabeth Boynton Harbert's Out of Her Sphere (1871), Lillie Devereux
Blake's Fettered for Life (1874), Henry James's The Bostonians (1886), Frances Ellen Watkins Harper's Iola
Leroy (1892), Hamlin Garland's A Spoil of Office (1892), Marjorie Shuler's For Rent--One Pedestal (1917),
Elizabeth Jordan's edited volume The Sturdy Oak (1917), and Oreola Williams Haskell's Banner Bearers:
Tales of the Suffrage Campaigns (1920).

Although these works discredit many traditional notions about gender and inspire their readers to seek
fairness and equality for many American women, they often simultaneously perpetuate discriminatory ideas
about other marginalized groups. They not only privilege the experiences of white women but also rely on
widespread anxieties about racial and ethnic minorities to demonstrate the need for gender reform. By
focusing on such tensions between conventional and unconventional ideas about gender, race, and class,
Petty shows how the fiction of this period helps to situate first-wave feminism within a larger historical and
cultural context.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Robinson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for all of us. The book Romancing the Vote: Feminist Activism in American Fiction, 1870-
1920 was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The guide Romancing the Vote: Feminist Activism in American Fiction, 1870-1920 is
not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book
Romancing the Vote: Feminist Activism in American Fiction, 1870-1920. You never sense lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Donna Antonucci:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Studying a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Romancing the Vote:
Feminist Activism in American Fiction, 1870-1920 book because this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Jeremy Robinson:

This Romancing the Vote: Feminist Activism in American Fiction, 1870-1920 are usually reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Romancing the Vote: Feminist
Activism in American Fiction, 1870-1920 can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Romancing the Vote: Feminist Activism in
American Fiction, 1870-1920 forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Catherine Estey:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Romancing the Vote: Feminist Activism in
American Fiction, 1870-1920 or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps



students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Romancing the Vote: Feminist Activism in American Fiction, 1870-1920
to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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