
Negative Math: How Mathematical Rules Can Be
Positively Bent

Alberto A. Martínez

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0691123098
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0691123098
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0691123098


Negative Math: How Mathematical Rules Can Be Positively
Bent

Alberto A. Martínez

Negative Math: How Mathematical Rules Can Be Positively Bent Alberto A. Martínez

A student in class asks the math teacher: "Shouldn't minus times minus make minus?" Teachers soon
convince most students that it does not. Yet the innocent question brings with it a germ of mathematical
creativity. What happens if we encourage that thought, odd and ungrounded though it may seem?

Few books in the field of mathematics encourage such creative thinking. Fewer still are engagingly written
and fun to read. This book succeeds on both counts. Alberto Martinez shows us how many of the
mathematical concepts that we take for granted were once considered contrived, imaginary, absurd, or just
plain wrong. Even today, he writes, not all parts of math correspond to things, relations, or operations that we
can actually observe or carry out in everyday life.

Negative Math ponders such issues by exploring controversies in the history of numbers, especially the so-
called negative and "impossible" numbers. It uses history, puzzles, and lively debates to demonstrate how it
is still possible to devise new artificial systems of mathematical rules. In fact, the book contends, departures
from traditional rules can even be the basis for new applications. For example, by using an algebra in which
minus times minus makes minus, mathematicians can describe curves or trajectories that are not represented
by traditional coordinate geometry.

Clear and accessible, Negative Math expects from its readers only a passing acquaintance with basic high
school algebra. It will prove pleasurable reading not only for those who enjoy popular math, but also for
historians, philosophers, and educators.

Key Features:

Uses history, puzzles, and lively debates to devise new mathematical systems●

Shows how departures from rules can underlie new practical applications●

Clear and accessible●

Requires a background only in basic high school algebra●
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From reader reviews:

William Smith:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Negative Math: How Mathematical
Rules Can Be Positively Bent will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make
you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
suitable book with you?

Jacquelyn Lopez:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Negative Math: How Mathematical Rules Can Be Positively Bent book is
readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
involving Negative Math: How Mathematical Rules Can Be Positively Bent content conveys the thought
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Negative Math: How Mathematical Rules Can Be
Positively Bent is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Kevin Porter:

The knowledge that you get from Negative Math: How Mathematical Rules Can Be Positively Bent could be
the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Negative Math: How Mathematical Rules Can Be
Positively Bent giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Negative Math:
How Mathematical Rules Can Be Positively Bent instantly.

Clarence Frey:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Negative Math: How Mathematical Rules Can Be Positively Bent this e-
book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do



the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable
all of you.
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