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Every Year, 35,000 Black-Born Youngsters Redefine Themselves as White. About 1/3 of "White"
Americans have detectable African DNA.

Genealogists were the first to learn that America's color line leaks. Black researchers often find White
ancestry. White genealogists routinely uncover Black ancestry. Molecular anthropologists now confirm
Afro-European mixing in our DNA. The plain fact is that few Americans can truly say that they are
genetically unmixed. Yet liberals and conservatives alike agree that so-called Whites and Blacks are distinct
political "races." When did ideology triumph over reality? How did America paint itself into such a strange
corner?

Americans changed their concept of "race" many times. Eston Hemings, Jefferson's son, was socially
accepted as a White Virginian because he looked European. Biracial planters in antebellum South Carolina
assimilated into White society because they were rich. Intermarried couples were acquitted despite the laws
because some courts ruled that anyone one with less than one-fourth African ancestry was White, while
others ruled that Italians were Colored. Dozens of nineteenth-century American families struggled to come to
grips with notions of "racial" identity as the color line shifted and hardened into its present form.

This 542-page book tells their stories in the light of genetic admixture studies and in the records of every
appealed court case since 1780 that decided which side of the color line someone was on. Its index lists
dozens of 19th-century surnames. It shows that: The color line was invented in 1691 to prevent servile
insurrection. The one-drop rule was invented in the North during the Nat Turner panic. It was resisted by
Louisiana Creoles, Florida Hispanics, and the maroon (triracial) communities of the Southeast. It triumphed
during Jim Crow as a means of keeping Whites in line by banishing to Blackness any White family who
dared to establish friendly relations with a Black family. This analysis of the nearly 300 appealed court cases
that determined Americans' "racial" identity may be the most thorough study of the legal history of the U.S.
color line yet published.
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From reader reviews:

Lonnie Bowers:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Studying a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Legal History of the Color
Line: The Rise and Triumph of the One-Drop Rule book because book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

William Boehme:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Legal
History of the Color Line: The Rise and Triumph of the One-Drop Rule.

Mark Jones:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Legal History of the Color
Line: The Rise and Triumph of the One-Drop Rule, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right,
you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Gina Reiter:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Legal History of the Color Line: The Rise
and Triumph of the One-Drop Rule to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
idea about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it.
Beside that the e-book Legal History of the Color Line: The Rise and Triumph of the One-Drop Rule can to
be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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