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Taste is a well known but largely underestimated phenomenon. Yet it is one of the factors that has shaped
our knowledge and view of art. Why is Rembrandt van Rijn today considered to be one of the greatest
painters in European art while Gerard de Lairesse, Rembrandt's younger contemporary and one of the best-
selling painters of his day, is now forgotten? This book is a systematic and quantitative study of taste. More
specifically it focuses on the painters of the seventeenth-century Low Countries and follows the changes in
consumer evaluation of them from the seventeenth century up to 2008. Proceeding from the same starting
point as Gerald Reitlinger in his monumental The Economics of Taste, it uses the prices paintings have
fetched at auction as a basis for tracing trends in the taste of the art-buying public. Whereas Reitlinger's
approach was rather intuitive, this study develops a sound methodological basis for researching taste and
auction prices. It is not only quantitative methods and properties of auction prices that require a specific
approach: in historical research quantitative data and analyses are only reliable when they can also be tested
against qualitative or historical sources. Based on a statistical analysis, various 'universal' painters, such as
Rubens and Rembrandt, are defined. In addition, however, specific genres such as landscape, portrait, history
painting, and so on are analysed. In the case of eighty-three painters there is sufficient information to allow
the profiling of individual price trends. But other quantitative data drawn from the examination of collections
or catalogues raisonnés prove an additional source of information when compared with auction prices. This
book shows what big data and statistics can mean to our understanding of art.
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From reader reviews:

David McCabe:

This Auctioning 17th Century-Dutch and Flemish Painting: An Inquiry into the Evolution of Taste for
Baroque Paintings from the Low Countries (17th - 21st Century) (Collectors and Dealers) are usually reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Auctioning 17th
Century-Dutch and Flemish Painting: An Inquiry into the Evolution of Taste for Baroque Paintings from the
Low Countries (17th - 21st Century) (Collectors and Dealers) can be among the great books you must have
is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that
maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Auctioning 17th Century-Dutch
and Flemish Painting: An Inquiry into the Evolution of Taste for Baroque Paintings from the Low Countries
(17th - 21st Century) (Collectors and Dealers) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Anita Sizemore:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book Auctioning 17th Century-Dutch and Flemish Painting: An Inquiry into the
Evolution of Taste for Baroque Paintings from the Low Countries (17th - 21st Century) (Collectors and
Dealers) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive
but this book provides high quality.

Danny Solberg:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes looking at,
not only science book but novel and Auctioning 17th Century-Dutch and Flemish Painting: An Inquiry into
the Evolution of Taste for Baroque Paintings from the Low Countries (17th - 21st Century) (Collectors and
Dealers) or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any
other book likes Auctioning 17th Century-Dutch and Flemish Painting: An Inquiry into the Evolution of
Taste for Baroque Paintings from the Low Countries (17th - 21st Century) (Collectors and Dealers) to make
your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.



Jeffrey Martinez:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book
Auctioning 17th Century-Dutch and Flemish Painting: An Inquiry into the Evolution of Taste for Baroque
Paintings from the Low Countries (17th - 21st Century) (Collectors and Dealers). You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
spot to other place.
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