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Modernity and Power provides a fresh conceptual overview of twentieth-century United States foreign
policy, from the Roosevelt and Taft administrations through the presidencies of Kennedy and Johnson.
Beginning with Woodrow Wilson, American leaders gradually abandoned the idea of international relations
as a game of geopolitical interplays, basing their diplomacy instead on a symbolic opposition between
"world public opinion" and the forces of destruction and chaos. Frank Ninkovich provocatively links this
policy shift to the rise of a distinctly modernist view of history.

To emphasize the central role of symbolism and ideological assumptions in twentieth-century American
statesmanship, Ninkovich focuses on the domino theory—a theory that departed radically from classic
principles of political realism by sanctioning intervention in world regions with few financial or geographic
claims on the national interest. Ninkovich insightfully traces the development of this global strategy from its
first appearance early in the century through the Vietnam war.

Throughout the book, Ninkovich draws on primary sources to recover the worldview of the policy makers.
He carefully assesses the coherence of their views rather than judge their actions against "objective" realities.
Offering a new alternative to realpolitic and economic explanations of foreign policy, Modernity and Power
will change the way we think about the history of U.S. international relations.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Rodriguez:

The book with title Modernity and Power: A History of the Domino Theory in the Twentieth Century
posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring
you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.

Sandra Conaway:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Modernity and Power: A History of the Domino Theory in the
Twentieth Century why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Noel Klein:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Modernity and Power: A History of the Domino Theory in the Twentieth
Century can make you sense more interested to read.

Catherine Stoltenberg:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Modernity and Power: A History of the
Domino Theory in the Twentieth Century to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a
book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Modernity and Power: A History of the Domino Theory in the
Twentieth Century can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of the time.
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