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This edited volume addresses the issue of threat inflation in American foreign policy and domestic politics.
The Bush administration's aggressive campaign to build public support for an invasion of Iraq reheated fears
about the president's ability to manipulate the public, and many charged the administration with 'threat
inflation', duping the news media and misleading the public into supporting the war under false pretences.

Presenting the latest research, these essays seek to answer the question of why threat inflation occurs and
when it will be successful. Simply defined, it is the effort by elites to create concern for a threat that goes
beyond the scope and urgency that disinterested analysis would justify. More broadly, the process concerns
how elites view threats, the political uses of threat inflation, the politics of threat framing among competing
elites, and how the public interprets and perceives threats via the news media.

The war with Iraq gets special attention in this volume, along with the 'War on Terror'. Although many
believe that the Bush administration successfully inflated the Iraq threat, there is not a neat consensus about
why this was successful. Through both theoretical contributions and case studies, this book showcases the
four major explanations of threat inflation -- realism, domestic politics, psychology, and constructivism --
and makes them confront one another directly. The result is a richer appreciation of this important dynamic
in US politics and foreign policy, present and future.

This book will be of much interests to students of US foreign and national security policy, international
security, strategic studies and IR in general.

Trevor Thrall is Assistant Professor of Political Science and directs the Master of Public Policy program at
the University of Michigan - Dearborn. Jane Kellett Cramer is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at
the University of Oregon.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hernandez:

The ability that you get from American Foreign Policy and The Politics of Fear: Threat Inflation since 9/11
(Routledge Global Security Studies) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into
the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware
of but American Foreign Policy and The Politics of Fear: Threat Inflation since 9/11 (Routledge Global
Security Studies) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this American Foreign
Policy and The Politics of Fear: Threat Inflation since 9/11 (Routledge Global Security Studies) instantly.

Carol Williams:

Beside this particular American Foreign Policy and The Politics of Fear: Threat Inflation since 9/11
(Routledge Global Security Studies) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have American
Foreign Policy and The Politics of Fear: Threat Inflation since 9/11 (Routledge Global Security Studies)
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book and also read it from at this point!

Kenneth Kan:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This reserve American Foreign Policy and The Politics of Fear: Threat
Inflation since 9/11 (Routledge Global Security Studies) was filled about science. Spend your spare time to
add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern
era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

John Sherman:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the
book American Foreign Policy and The Politics of Fear: Threat Inflation since 9/11 (Routledge Global



Security Studies) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative
person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt
to change your life with that book American Foreign Policy and The Politics of Fear: Threat Inflation since
9/11 (Routledge Global Security Studies). You can more pleasing than now.
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