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THE Story of Portugal possesses a peculiar interest from the fact that it is to its history alone that the country
owes its existence as a separate nation. Geographically, the little kingdom is an integral portion of the Iberian
peninsula, with no natural boundaries to distinguish it from that larger portion of the peninsula called Spain;
its inhabitants spring from the same stock as the Spaniards, and their language differs but slightly from the
Spanish. Its early history is merged in that of the rest of the peninsula, and but for two great men, Affonso
Henriques, the first king of Portugal, and John I., the founder of the house of Aviz, Portugal would not at the
present day rank among the independent nations of Europe. The first of these monarchs created his
dominions into a kingdom like Leon, Castile, and Aragon, and the latter encouraged the maritime
explorations which gave the little country an individuality and national existence, of which it was justly
proud. When Philip II. annexed Portugal in 1580, it was at least a century too late for the Portuguese to
coalesce with the Spaniards. They had then produced Vasco da Gama and Alboquerque and other great
captains and explorers, who had shown Europe the way to India by sea; and their tongue had been developed
by the genius of Camoens and Sá de Miranda, from a Romance dialect, similar to those used in Gallicia,
Castile, or Aragon, into a great literary language. Conscious of its national history, Portugal broke away
again from Spain in 1640, and under the protection of England maintained its separate existence during the
eighteenth century...
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hernandez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled A Short History of Portugal - From the earliest times to the 19th
century (Illustrated). Try to make the book A Short History of Portugal - From the earliest times to the 19th
century (Illustrated) as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book.
So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Johnnie McCormick:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and important the book A Short History of Portugal - From the earliest
times to the 19th century (Illustrated). All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Donald Jackson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this A Short History of Portugal - From
the earliest times to the 19th century (Illustrated) book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Lawrence Wilson:

This A Short History of Portugal - From the earliest times to the 19th century (Illustrated) usually are reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this A Short History of
Portugal - From the earliest times to the 19th century (Illustrated) can be on the list of great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this A Short History of Portugal -
From the earliest times to the 19th century (Illustrated) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action.
So , let's have it appreciate reading.
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