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In sumptuous and illuminating detail, Simon Winchester, the bestselling author of The Professor and the
Madman ("Elegant and scrupulous"—New York Times Book Review) and Krakatoa ("A mesmerizing page-
turner"—Time) brings to life the extraordinary story of Joseph Needham, the brilliant Cambridge scientist
who unlocked the most closely held secrets of China, long the world's most technologically advanced
country.

No cloistered don, this tall, married Englishman was a freethinking intellectual, who practiced nudism and
was devoted to a quirky brand of folk dancing. In 1937, while working as a biochemist at Cambridge
University, he instantly fell in love with a visiting Chinese student, with whom he began a lifelong affair.

He soon became fascinated with China, and his mistress swiftly persuaded the ever-enthusiastic Needham to
travel to her home country, where he embarked on a series of extraordinary expeditions to the farthest
frontiers of this ancient empire. He searched everywhere for evidence to bolster his conviction that the
Chinese were responsible for hundreds of mankind's most familiar innovations—including printing, the
compass, explosives, suspension bridges, even toilet paper—often centuries before the rest of the world. His
thrilling and dangerous journeys, vividly recreated by Winchester, took him across war-torn China to far-
flung outposts, consolidating his deep admiration for the Chinese people.

After the war, Needham was determined to tell the world what he had discovered, and began writing his
majestic Science and Civilisation in China, describing the country's long and astonishing history of invention
and technology. By the time he died, he had produced, essentially single-handedly, seventeen immense
volumes, marking him as the greatest one-man encyclopedist ever.

Both epic and intimate, The Man Who Loved China tells the sweeping story of China through Needham's
remarkable life. Here is an unforgettable tale of what makes men, nations, and, indeed, mankind itself
great—related by one of the world's inimitable storytellers.
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From reader reviews:

John Lien:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book The Man Who Loved China: The Fantastic
Story of the Eccentric Scientist Who Unlocked the Mysteries of the Middle Kingdom had been making you
to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The guide The Man Who Loved China: The Fantastic Story of the Eccentric Scientist
Who Unlocked the Mysteries of the Middle Kingdom is not only giving you more new information but also
to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship with all the book The Man Who Loved China: The Fantastic Story of the Eccentric
Scientist Who Unlocked the Mysteries of the Middle Kingdom. You never experience lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Paul Dixon:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. For you who
want to start reading a book, we give you that The Man Who Loved China: The Fantastic Story of the
Eccentric Scientist Who Unlocked the Mysteries of the Middle Kingdom book as basic and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Maria Huffman:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Man Who Loved China:
The Fantastic Story of the Eccentric Scientist Who Unlocked the Mysteries of the Middle Kingdom that give
your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said
as the way for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick The Man Who
Loved China: The Fantastic Story of the Eccentric Scientist Who Unlocked the Mysteries of the Middle
Kingdom become your personal starter.

Donald Warren:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very



important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Man Who Loved China: The
Fantastic Story of the Eccentric Scientist Who Unlocked the Mysteries of the Middle Kingdom.
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