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As the sleepy courthouse town of Alexandria, Louisiana, began to recover from the devastation and trauma
of the Civil War and Reconstruction, the Daily Town Talk appeared. Nicknamed "Alexandria’s postage
stamp paper" by a rival publication, the Town Talk aimed to be "the best daily outside of New Orleans" and
became one of the most successful regional newspapers of its kind. It quickly championed urban
rejuvenation and envisioned Alexandria as the "Future Great" city of the state, if not the entire South.
Fredrick M. Spletstoser tells the story of the paper’s first sixty years and of the town’s triumphs and setbacks
during that same time. An unpretentious country journal, the "Town Talk" would become in the second half
of the twentieth century a pioneer in newspaper technology under the leadership of Joe D. Smith, one of the
most respected names in American journalism.

Though Alexandria did not evolve into the grand and glittering metropolis dreamed of, it was not for lack of
effort. The Town Talk and the family who published it were among the city’s most optimistic champions.
The newspaper was inextricably bound up with—and often directly behind—transformations in Alexandria’s
urban landscape, the development of municipal services and education, efforts to attract industry and
cultivate trade, and the stimulation of surrounding agribusiness.

In chronicling Alexandria’s past, Spletstoser examines the construction, timber, and railroad booms that
occurred across the turn of the century, the large and enduring military presence in central Louisiana, and the
impact of Huey P. Long’s political career. Along the way, he narrates colorful stories culled from the "Town
Talk"’s pages and describes the fascinating family members who published the paper during this entire
period.

Among the most important institutions in the South after the Civil War, small-town newspapers recorded the
feelings and desires of the vast majority of the common people. Talk of the Town illustrates the role
provincial journalism played in the planning and expansion of towns throughout the country as it relates the
engrossing social, cultural, economic, and political history of one southern place and the people who lived
there.
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From reader reviews:

Glenn Wallin:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question
simply because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this Talk of the Town: The Rise of
Alexandria, Louisiana, and the "Daily Town Talk" to read.

Bertha Chang:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Talk of the Town: The Rise of Alexandria, Louisiana, and the
"Daily Town Talk" book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer of Talk of the Town: The Rise of Alexandria, Louisiana, and the "Daily
Town Talk" content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Talk of the Town:
The Rise of Alexandria, Louisiana, and the "Daily Town Talk" is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Toni Sargent:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Talk of
the Town: The Rise of Alexandria, Louisiana, and the "Daily Town Talk".

Gail Blakely:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Talk of the Town: The Rise of Alexandria,
Louisiana, and the "Daily Town Talk" can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one
book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend



doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should
have Talk of the Town: The Rise of Alexandria, Louisiana, and the "Daily Town Talk".
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