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In 2006, the United Nations reported on the “feminization” of migration, noting that the number of female
migrants had doubled over the last five decades. Likewise, global awareness of issues like human trafficking
and the exploitation of immigrant domestic workers has increased attention to the gender makeup of
migrants. But are women really more likely to migrate today than they were in earlier times? In Gender and
International Migration, sociologist and demographer Katharine Donato and historian Donna Gabaccia
evaluate the historical evidence to show that women have been a significant part of migration flows for
centuries. The first scholarly analysis of gender and migration over the centuries, Gender and International
Migration demonstrates that variation in the gender composition of migration reflect not only the movements
of women relative to men, but larger shifts in immigration policies and gender relations in the changing
global economy.

While most research has focused on women migrants after 1960, Donato and Gabaccia begin their analysis
with the fifteenth century, when European colonization and the transatlantic slave trade led to large-scale
forced migration, including the transport of prisoners and indentured servants to the Americas and Australia
from Africa and Europe. Contrary to the popular conception that most of these migrants were male, the
authors show that a significant portion were women. The gender composition of migrants was driven by
regional labor markets and local beliefs of the sending countries. For example, while coastal ports of western
Africa traded mostly male slaves to Europeans, most slaves exiting east Africa for the Middle East were
women due to this region’s demand for female reproductive labor.

Donato and Gabaccia show how the changing immigration policies of receiving countries affect the gender
composition of global migration. Nineteenth-century immigration restrictions based on race, such as the
Chinese Exclusion Act in the United States, limited male labor migration. But as these policies were replaced
by regulated migration based on categories such as employment and marriage, the balance of men and
women became more equal – both in large immigrant-receiving nations such as the United States, Canada,
and Israel, and in nations with small immigrant populations such as South Africa, the Philippines, and
Argentina. The gender composition of today’s migrants reflects a much stronger demand for female labor
than in the past. The authors conclude that gender imbalance in migration is most likely to occur when
coercive systems of labor recruitment exist, whether in the slave trade of the early modern era or in recent
guest-worker programs.

Using methods and insights from history, gender studies, demography, and other social sciences, Gender and
International Migration shows that feminization is better characterized as a gradual and ongoing shift toward
gender balance in migrant populations worldwide. This groundbreaking demographic and historical analysis
provides an important foundation for future migration research.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Pippin:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will need this Gender and International Migration.

Daniel Weimer:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and important the book Gender and International Migration. All type of
book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Kathryn Hill:

Here thing why that Gender and International Migration are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Gender and International Migration giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Gender and International
Migration. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened
in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area,
café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of Gender and International Migration in e-book can be your alternate.

Jennifer Valdovinos:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called
of book Gender and International Migration. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that,
you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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