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This volume collects new articles that explore the theoretical framework of figurational or relational
sociology as represented by Norbert Elias and Pierre Bourdieu with regard to its relevance to American
history, culture, and literature. The emphasis is put on Elias's theory of the 'civilizing process' and the
question in how far his study of the European process of state formation and the correlative psycho-social
changes is relevant to the analysis of the development of the American nation-state and the habitus of
Americans. Leading scholars from the field of figurational sociology team up with an international cast of
renowned Americanists to shed new light on a variety of issues from the domains of social theory, cultural
history, and literary criticism. With Elias as a guide, drinking and democracy in the early republic,
nineteenth-century Indian boarding schools, the fear of slave insurrections, and the modern-day black ghetto
appear as steps in an open-ended and non-teleological civilizing process that weaves together changes in
habitus and social structure. Without stumbling into the pitfalls of an ideology of 'American exceptionalism,'
the figurational approach to American studies allows the contributors of this pioneering collection to give
new answers to the tenacious question of the United States' peculiar characteristics. Adapting Elias's analyses
to US-American conditions, the authors provide fresh impulses for theorizing civilizing and decivilizing
processes, thus transforming the field of both American studies and figurational sociology. The contributors
are Jesse F. Battan, Christa Buschendorf, Rachel Hope Cleves, Winfried Fluck, Astrid Franke, Mary O.
Furner, Guenter Leypoldt, Stephen Mennell, Ruxandra Radulescu, Kirsten Twelbeck, Johannes Voelz, Loic
Wacquant, and Cas Wouters.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Torres:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Civilizing and Decivilizing Processes: Figurational Approaches to
American Culture. Try to make the book Civilizing and Decivilizing Processes: Figurational Approaches to
American Culture as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone
and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Diane Gibbons:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Civilizing and
Decivilizing Processes: Figurational Approaches to American Culture? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Howard Benedict:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Civilizing and Decivilizing
Processes: Figurational Approaches to American Culture can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Jeffrey Baptiste:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Civilizing and Decivilizing Processes: Figurational Approaches to American Culture when
you required it?
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