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All along the Mississippi--on country plantation landings, urban levees and quays, and the decks of
steamboats--nineteenth-century African Americans worked and fought for their liberty amid the slave trade
and the growth of the cotton South. Offering a counternarrative to Twain's well-known tale from the
perspective of the pilothouse, Thomas C. Buchanan paints a more complete picture of the Mississippi,
documenting the rich variety of experiences among slaves and free blacks who lived and worked on the
lower decks and along the river during slavery, through the Civil War, and into emancipation.

Buchanan explores the creative efforts of steamboat workers to link riverside African American communities
in the North and South. The networks African Americans created allowed them to keep in touch with family
members, help slaves escape, transfer stolen goods, and provide forms of income that were important to the
survival of their communities. The author also details the struggles that took place within the steamboat work
culture. Although the realities of white supremacy were still potent on the river, Buchanan shows how slaves,
free blacks, and postemancipation freedpeople fought for better wages and treatment.

By exploring the complex relationship between slavery and freedom, Buchanan sheds new light on the ways
African Americans resisted slavery and developed a vibrant culture and economy up and down America's
greatest river.
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From reader reviews:

William Coker:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The
particular Black Life on the Mississippi: Slaves, Free Blacks, and the Western Steamboat World is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Irma Chavez:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Black Life on the Mississippi: Slaves, Free Blacks, and
the Western Steamboat World as the daily resource information.

Nancy Royals:

The publication with title Black Life on the Mississippi: Slaves, Free Blacks, and the Western Steamboat
World posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book.
This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of
the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone,
so you can read this anywhere you want.

Jerry Bell:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
often the book you have read is usually Black Life on the Mississippi: Slaves, Free Blacks, and the Western
Steamboat World.
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