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Although Yugoslavia managed to avoid becoming involved in WWII until 1941, German armies invaded in
April of that year and the Yugoslavian defense collapsed in less than two weeks. The state of Slovenia was
split up amongst Germany, Hungary and Italy. Partisan groups, under the leadership of Josip Tito, managed
to liberate the state by 1945, and then began a period of relative calm, under the benevolent rule of Tito. A
Communist, he began to distance himself from the Soviet Union, looking to western economic models as
Yugoslavia struggled to rebuild. During the thirty years following the war, a Yugoslavian passport was one
of the best in the world, and Yugoslavians could travel freely during this time, if they had the money. Most
did not.

But alpinists did. Through centralized government programs that established elaborate training régimes and
state-supported expeditions abroad, Yugoslavian alpinists began making impressive climbs in the Himalaya
as early as 1960. By the early 70’s, they had advanced to the 8000ers. Although not exclusively Slovenian,
the teams were – not surprisingly – dominated by Slovenian climbers, since Slovenia is blessed with the
Julian Alps. A fiercely steep range of limestone peaks, the Julian Alps provided the ideal training ground for
Slovenian climbers, in both summer and winter. The brooding north faces and razor-sharp ridges taught them
the skills they would need on the highest mountains on earth – the Himalaya.

But when Tito died in 1980, the calm period ended. Inter-ethnic conflict and economic decline ripped the
country apart. Serbian Communist leader, Slobodan Miloševic, led the charge with, what appeared to be an
unstoppable strategy of aggression and oppression. But he misread the strength and character of several
Yugoslavian states, including that most northerly one – Slovenia. By the summer of 1991, Slovenia was an
independent country.

Slovenia continued the tradition of support for climbers, and success breeds success. By 1995, all of the
8000ers had been climbed by Slovenian teams. And in the next ten years, some of the most dramatic and
futuristic climbs were made by Slovenian climbers. Apart from a few superstars, most of these amazing
athletes remain unknown in the West.

What prompted this Himalayan performance by a tiny nation of just two million people? Life in Slovenia
during this period was defined by shortages, preoccupation with ethnic conflict and poor living conditions.
Yet, like had previously happened in Poland, its neighbor to the North, Slovenian climbers seemed to thrive
and excel in these trying conditions, setting standards that no other country could replicate. Hard Climb to
Freedom explores the explosion of Slovenian alpinism within the context of its turbulent political history.
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From reader reviews:

Sonja Johnson:

The e-book untitled Alpine Warriors is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Alpine
Warriors from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Sheila Gallagher:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is actually Alpine Warriors.

Mike Huey:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended to your account is Alpine Warriors this guide consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Kathe Waller:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Alpine Warriors to make your current reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the guide Alpine Warriors can to be your
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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