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The first major study of school desegregation in a Virginia locality to appear in over twenty-five years, The
Color of Their Skin traces the evolution of the Richmond public schools from segregation to desegregation
to resegregation over the decades following the Brown decision. Robert A. Pratt explores the undercurrents
of white opposition to the dismantling of the "separate but equal" system and analyzes the overall impact of
the process on the life of the city. In doing so he has given us a portrait of a society moving, in some ways,
backward in time. Although Richmond's "passive resistance" to integration was not unique, it was notable for
having occurred within the broader context of statewide "massive resistance." The schools of Richmond,
unlike those in some other localities in Virginia, remained open but segregated, a policy designed to avoid
integration without flagrant defiance of the law. By choosing this subtler form of defiance, city officials were
able, in effect, to stave off integration for nearly two decades. The Color of Their Skin also covers Richmond
politics concerning the issue. The clash of conservative idealogues such as James J. Kilpatrick and former
governor Mills Godwin with activist black attorneys like Oliver W. Hill and Samuel W. Tucker bred a
"conservatively" moderate element that was represented on the Richmond school board by the likes of board
president (and later Supreme Court Justice) Lewis F. Powell. Powell attempted to chart a course between the
extreme factions, a course that Pratt accurately describes as "tokenism, " since only a handful of blacks was
ever admitted to Richmond's schools until the 1970 school busing decree. Pratt demonstrates howthe impact
of school desegregation was felt beyond the schools, in the demographics of the city itself. Because of the
glacial slowness of the integration process, intransigent whites had time to flee the city school system and to
establish their children in private or suburban pub
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Mele:

The book The Color of Their Skin: Education and Race in Richmond, Virginia, 1954-89 (Carter G. Woodson
Institute Series in Black Studies) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Color of Their Skin:
Education and Race in Richmond, Virginia, 1954-89 (Carter G. Woodson Institute Series in Black Studies)?
A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Color of Their Skin: Education and
Race in Richmond, Virginia, 1954-89 (Carter G. Woodson Institute Series in Black Studies) has simple
shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Julia Flowers:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Color of Their
Skin: Education and Race in Richmond, Virginia, 1954-89 (Carter G. Woodson Institute Series in Black
Studies) book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Allison Phelps:

The feeling that you get from The Color of Their Skin: Education and Race in Richmond, Virginia, 1954-89
(Carter G. Woodson Institute Series in Black Studies) could be the more deep you searching the information
that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
recognise but The Color of Their Skin: Education and Race in Richmond, Virginia, 1954-89 (Carter G.
Woodson Institute Series in Black Studies) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys
their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It
is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We propose you for having that The Color of Their Skin: Education and Race in Richmond, Virginia, 1954-
89 (Carter G. Woodson Institute Series in Black Studies) instantly.

Jesus Rhode:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Color of Their Skin: Education and



Race in Richmond, Virginia, 1954-89 (Carter G. Woodson Institute Series in Black Studies) can give you a
lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Color of Their Skin: Education and Race in
Richmond, Virginia, 1954-89 (Carter G. Woodson Institute Series in Black Studies).
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