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Devout, virtuous and independent, the heroines of Old English saints' lives (one of the most popular literary
genres of the middle ages) provided exemplars of personal and public inspiration for medieval Christians.
The eight lives translated here are the earliest known vernacular accounts of the biographies of Æthelthryth,
Agatha, Agnes, Cecilia, Eugenia, Euphrosyne, Lucy, and Mary of Egypt. They depict women escaping
unwanted marriages, communicating with male relatives, acquiring an education, living autonomously as
hermits, and achieving positions of leadership; such lives document not only the importance of spiritual faith
to early Christian women, but also testify to how these women (and their audience) employed faith as a tool
for empowerment. Each life is preceded by a brief description of the saint's cult from its early Christian
origins to its presence in Anglo-Saxon culture. The translation is accompanied by an introduction
establishing the general background for the genre, the conventions of women saints' lives, and women's
religious culture in Anglo-Saxon England; and an interpretive essay exploring the relationships between
explicit presentations of the female body and the strength of spiritual authority as exhibited in these texts
completes the volume. LESLIE A. DONOVAN is Associate Professor at the University of New Mexico.
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From reader reviews:

Emile Guzman:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for people. The book Women Saints' Lives in Old English Prose (Library of
Medieval Women) seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Women Saints' Lives in Old English Prose
(Library of Medieval Women) is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with the book Women Saints' Lives in Old English Prose (Library of Medieval Women). You
never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Virginia Mack:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be read.
Women Saints' Lives in Old English Prose (Library of Medieval Women) can be your answer since it can be
read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Marie Walsh:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book Women Saints' Lives in Old English Prose (Library of Medieval Women) we can consider
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Women
Saints' Lives in Old English Prose (Library of Medieval Women). You can more inviting than now.

Lois Hutter:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for
the Women Saints' Lives in Old English Prose (Library of Medieval Women) when you necessary it?
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