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Born a slave and kept functionally illiterate until he escaped at age nineteen, William Wells Brown
(1814–1884) refashioned himself first as an agent of the Underground Railroad, then as an antislavery
activist and self-taught orator, and finally as the author of a series of landmark works that made him, like
Frederick Douglass, a foundational figure of African American literature. His controversial novel Clotel; or,
the President’s Daughter (1853), a fictionalized account of the lives and struggles of Thomas Jefferson’s
black daughters and granddaughters, is the first novel written by an African American. This Library of
America volume brings it together with Brown’s other groundbreaking works: Narrative of William W.
Brown: A Fugitive Slave, Written by Himself (1847), his first published book and an immediate bestseller,
which describes his childhood, life in slavery, and eventual escape; later memoirs charting his life during the
Civil War and Reconstruction; the first play (The Escape; or, A Leap for Freedom, 1858), travelogue (The
American Fugitive in
Europe, 1855), and history (The Black Man, His Antecedents, His Genius, and His Achievements, 1862)
written by an African American; and eighteen speeches and public letters from the 1840s, 50s, and 60s,
many collected here for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Williams:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this William Wells Brown: Clotel & Other Writings (Library of America), it is possible to tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
guide.

Richard Sims:

The particular book William Wells Brown: Clotel & Other Writings (Library of America) has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Alma Young:

This William Wells Brown: Clotel & Other Writings (Library of America) is great guide for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can state no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having William Wells Brown: Clotel & Other Writings (Library of America) in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world within ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Floyd Alling:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet.
Every year had been exactly added. This reserve William Wells Brown: Clotel & Other Writings (Library of
America) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.
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