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Young, beautiful, and connected by blood to the most powerful families in England, Bess Throckmorton had
as much influence over Queen Elizabeth I as any woman in the realm—but she risked everything to marry
the most charismatic man of the day. The secret marriage between Bess and the Queen’s beloved Sir Walter
Ralegh cost both of them their fortunes, their freedom, and very nearly their lives. Yet it was Bess, resilient,
passionate, and politically shrewd, who would live to restore their name and reclaim her political influence.
In this dazzling biography, Bess Ralegh finally emerges from her husband’s shadow to stand as a complex,
commanding figure in her own right.

Writing with grace and drama, Anna Beer brings Bess to life as a woman, a wife and mother, an intimate
friend of poets and courtiers, and a skilled political infighter in Europe’s most powerful and most dangerous
court. The only daughter of an ambitious aristocratic family, Bess was thrust at a tender age into the very
epicenter of royal power when her parents secured her the position of Elizabeth’s Gentlewoman of the Privy
Chamber. Bess proved to be a natural player on this stage of extravagant mythmaking and covert sexual
politics, until she fell in love with the Queen’s Captain of the Guard, the handsome, virile, meteorically
rising Ralegh. But their secret marriage, swiftly followed by the birth of their son, would have grave
consequences for both of them.

Brooking the Queen’s wrath and her husband’s refusal to acknowledge their marriage, Bess brilliantly stage-
managed her social and political rehabilitation and emerged from prison as the leader of a brilliant, fast-
living aristocratic set. She survived personal tragedy, the ruinous global voyages launched by her husband,
and the vicious plots of high-placed enemies. Though Raleigh in the end fell afoul of court intrigue, Bess
lived on into the reign of James I as a woman of hard-won wisdom and formidable power.

With compelling historical insight, Anna Beer recreates here the vibrant pageant of Elizabethan
England—the brilliant wit and vicious betrayals, the new discoveries and old rivalries, the violence and
fierce sexuality of life at court. Peopled by poets and princes, spanning the reigns of two monarchs, moving
between the palaces of London and the manor house outside the capital, My Just Desire is the portrait of a
remarkable woman who lived at the center of an extraordinary time.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Morrell:

This My Just Desire: The Life of Bess Raleigh, Wife to Sir Walter are usually reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this My Just Desire: The Life of Bess Raleigh, Wife to
Sir Walter can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book
will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this My Just Desire: The Life of Bess Raleigh, Wife to Sir Walter forcing you to have
an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Roger Everman:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline My Just Desire:
The Life of Bess Raleigh, Wife to Sir Walter suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known
writer in this era. The book untitled My Just Desire: The Life of Bess Raleigh, Wife to Sir Walteris a single
of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained
their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will
give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on
this book.

Patrick Duenas:

The book untitled My Just Desire: The Life of Bess Raleigh, Wife to Sir Walter is the e-book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The
language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of My Just Desire: The Life of Bess Raleigh,
Wife to Sir Walter from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

John Thornton:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be study. My Just Desire: The Life of Bess Raleigh, Wife to Sir Walter can be your answer
because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.
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