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Most histories of the Civil War era portray the struggle over slavery as a conflict that exclusively pitted
North against South, free labor against slave labor, and black against white. In Freedom's Frontier, Stacey L.
Smith examines the battle over slavery as it unfolded on the multiracial Pacific Coast. Despite its antislavery
constitution, California was home to a dizzying array of bound and semibound labor systems: African
American slavery, American Indian indenture, Latino and Chinese contract labor, and a brutal sex traffic in
bound Indian and Chinese women. Using untapped legislative and court records, Smith reconstructs the lives
of California's unfree workers and documents the political and legal struggles over their destiny as the nation
moved through the Civil War, emancipation, and Reconstruction.
Smith reveals that the state's anti-Chinese movement, forged in its struggle over unfree labor, reached
eastward to transform federal Reconstruction policy and national race relations for decades to come.
Throughout, she illuminates the startling ways in which the contest over slavery's fate included a western
struggle that encompassed diverse labor systems and workers not easily classified as free or slave, black or
white.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campbell:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Freedom's Frontier: California and
the Struggle over Unfree Labor, Emancipation, and Reconstruction will make you to become smarter. You
can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or
reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking
for best book or ideal book with you?

James Ellis:

The reserve untitled Freedom's Frontier: California and the Struggle over Unfree Labor, Emancipation, and
Reconstruction is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content
that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you
is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Freedom's Frontier: California and the Struggle over
Unfree Labor, Emancipation, and Reconstruction from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
free time.

Charles Sizemore:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the
book Freedom's Frontier: California and the Struggle over Unfree Labor, Emancipation, and Reconstruction
we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your
life at this time book Freedom's Frontier: California and the Struggle over Unfree Labor, Emancipation, and
Reconstruction. You can more attractive than now.

Deanna Thompson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update
of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Freedom's Frontier: California and the Struggle over Unfree Labor,
Emancipation, and Reconstruction when you desired it?
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