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A selection of poems by the ancient Chinese poet and statesman Wang Ah-Shih, translated by David
Hinton.

Wang An-shih (1021-1086 C.E.) was a remarkable figure?not only one of the great Sung Dynasty poets, but
also the most influential and controversial statesman of his time. Although Wang had little interest in the
grandeur of high office and political power, he took the responsibility of serving the people seriously. He
rose to become prime minister, and in this position he instituted a controversial system of radically
egalitarian social reforms to improve the lives of China’s peasants. Once those reforms were securely in
place, Wang retired to a reclusive life of artistic and spiritual self-cultivation.

It was after his retirement, practicing Ch'an (Zen) Buddhism and wandering the mountains around his home,
that Wang An-shih wrote the poems that made his reputation. Short and plainspoken, these late poems
contain profound multitudes–the passing of time, rivers and mountains, silence and Buddhist emptiness.
They won him wide acclaim in China and beyond across the centuries. And in Hinton's breathtaking
translations, Wang feels like a major contemporary poet with deep ecological insight and a questioning spirit.
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From reader reviews:

Delia Black:

This book untitled The Late Poems of Wang An-Shih to be one of several books in which best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is
no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Bethel Stockton:

Often the book The Late Poems of Wang An-Shih has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes
some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after scanning this book.

Lydia Rogers:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Late Poems of Wang An-Shih is simple
bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to
bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Robert Dougherty:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Late Poems of Wang An-Shih was vibrant
and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Late Poems of Wang An-Shih has many kinds
or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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