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Dipankar Gupta, one of India's foremost thinkers on social and economic issues, takes a critical—and
controversial—look at the limits of the Indian success story in The Caged Phoenix. Through a fine blend of
theory and new evidence on small scale industries, farming, and more, Gupta argues that, despite the promise
of Independence and liberalization, India continues to remain caged in backwardness. In short, the country's
phenomenal growth story has not translated into development.

Questioning prevailing culture-based theories—and the academics who perpetuate them—that are used to
explain India's poverty and its hampered development, Gupta attempts to "normalize" India, advocating a
rigorous rejection of justifications that rely upon cultural otherness and exoticization. He critically examines
the reluctance to acknowledge that structural impediments, not cultural factors, deny growth benefits to the
majority of Indians, and explores the close link between growth in high technology sectors of the Indian
economy on one side and sweat shops and rural stagnation on the other. Making a comparison with the
developed West, Gupta underscores the point that affluence can be achieved only after living conditions
improve across all social classes.

Combining original scholarship with a lively narrative, Gupta debunks widespread myths about why India's
democracy has yet to deliver and offers compelling explanations for the paradoxes that exist.
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From reader reviews:

Velda Thornley:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed
The Caged Phoenix: Can India Fly?? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have various other opinion?

James Williams:

The book The Caged Phoenix: Can India Fly? make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Caged Phoenix: Can India Fly? for
being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a book The Caged
Phoenix: Can India Fly?. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Roman Leonard:

The book The Caged Phoenix: Can India Fly? can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book The Caged Phoenix: Can India Fly??
Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Caged Phoenix: Can India Fly? has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by
wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Fanny Rutledge:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a e-book. The book The Caged Phoenix: Can India Fly? it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.
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