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First published in 1988, Peter Brown's The Body and Society was a groundbreaking study of the marriage
and sexual practices of early Christians in the ancient Mediterranean and Near East. Brown focuses on the
practice of permanent sexual renunciation-continence, celibacy, and lifelong virginity-in Christian circles
from the first to the fifth centuries A.D. and traces early Christians' preoccupations with sexuality and the
body in the work of the period's great writers.

The Body and Society questions how theological views on sexuality and the human body both mirrored and
shaped relationships between men and women, Roman aristocracy and slaves, and the married and the
celibate. Brown discusses Tertullian, Valentinus, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Constantine, the Desert
Fathers, Jerome, Ambrose, and Augustine, among others, and considers asceticism and society in the Eastern
Empire, martyrdom and prophecy, gnostic spiritual guidance, promiscuity among the men and women of the
church, monks and marriage in Egypt, the ascetic life of women in fourth-century Jerusalem, and the body
and society in the early Middle Ages. In his new introduction, Brown reflects on his work's reception in the
scholarly community.
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From reader reviews:

Tom Copper:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Body and Society: Men,
Women, and Sexual Renunciation in Early Christianity (Columbia Classics in Religion). All type of book
could you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Richard Dutton:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book The Body and Society: Men, Women, and Sexual
Renunciation in Early Christianity (Columbia Classics in Religion) had been making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you.
The e-book The Body and Society: Men, Women, and Sexual Renunciation in Early Christianity (Columbia
Classics in Religion) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when
you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
while using book The Body and Society: Men, Women, and Sexual Renunciation in Early Christianity
(Columbia Classics in Religion). You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Leslie James:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Body and Society: Men, Women, and
Sexual Renunciation in Early Christianity (Columbia Classics in Religion) is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Darlene Beaudoin:

You can obtain this The Body and Society: Men, Women, and Sexual Renunciation in Early Christianity
(Columbia Classics in Religion) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be
your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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