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Avant-garde films are often dismissed as obscure or disconnected from the realities of social and political
history. Jeffrey Skoller challenges this myth, arguing that avant-garde films more accurately display the
complex interplay between past events and our experience of the present than conventional documentaries
and historical films. Shadows, Specters, Shards examines a group of experimental films, including work by
Eleanor Antin, Ernie Gehr, and Jean-Luc Godard, that take up historical events such as the Holocaust, Latin
American independence struggles, and urban politics. Identifying a cinema of evocation rather than
representation, these films call attention to the unrepresentable aspects of history that profoundly impact the
experience of everyday life. Making use of the critical theories of Walter Benjamin and Gilles Deleuze,
among others, Skoller analyzes various narrative strategies - allegory, sideshadowing, testimony, and
multiple temporalities - that uncover competing perspectives and gaps in historical knowledge often ignored
in conventional film. In his discussion of avant-garde film of the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s, Skoller reveals
how a nuanced understanding of the past is inextricably linked to the artistry of image making and
storytelling.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Stein:

The ability that you get from Shadows, Specters, Shards: Making History in Avant-Garde Film will be the
more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Shadows, Specters, Shards: Making History in
Avant-Garde Film giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
specific Shadows, Specters, Shards: Making History in Avant-Garde Film instantly.

Troy Harlow:

The book Shadows, Specters, Shards: Making History in Avant-Garde Film will bring that you the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Shadows, Specters, Shards: Making History in Avant-
Garde Film is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so
you can more easily to read the book.

William Hickman:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a reserve. The book Shadows, Specters, Shards: Making History in Avant-Garde Film it
is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features
high quality.

Judi Orta:

This Shadows, Specters, Shards: Making History in Avant-Garde Film is great guide for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can declare
no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Shadows, Specters, Shards: Making History in Avant-Garde Film in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication



that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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