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Glenn Parsons and Allen Carlson offer an in-depth philosophical study of the relationship between function
and aesthetic value, breaking with the philosophical tradition of seeing the two as separate. They begin by
developing and defending, in a general way, the concept of Functional Beauty, exploring how the role of
function in aesthetic appreciation has been treated by some notable thinkers in the history of aesthetics. They
then consider the relationship to Functional Beauty of certain views in current aesthetic thought, especially
what we call "cognitively rich" approaches to the aesthetic appreciation of both art and nature. Turning to
work on the nature of function in the philosophy of science, they argue that this line of enquiry can help
solve certain philosophical problems that have been raised for the idea that knowledge of function plays an
important role in aesthetic appreciation.
Although philosophical discussions of aesthetic appreciation tend to focus largely and sometimes almost
exclusively on artworks, the range of aesthetic appreciation is, of course, much larger. Not simply art, but
also nature, architecture, and even more mundane, everyday things--cars, tools, clothing, furniture, and
sports--are objects of frequent and enthusiastic aesthetic appreciation. Accordingly, in the second half of the
book, Glen Parsons and Allen Carlson consider the place and importance of Functional Beauty in the
aesthetic appreciation of a broad range of different kinds of things. The final chapters explore Functional
Beauty in nature and the natural environment, in architecture and the built environment, in everyday
artifacts, events, and activities, and finally in art and the artworld. In each case, Parsons and Carlson argue
that Functional Beauty illuminates our aesthetic experiences and helps to address various theoretical issues
raised by these different objects of appreciation.
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From reader reviews:

Loretta Yoder:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Functional Beauty
book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Aaron Eldred:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Functional Beauty book as this book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt
in it as you know.

Nicholas Mishler:

The experience that you get from Functional Beauty is a more deep you rooting the information that hide
inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware
of but Functional Beauty giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this Functional Beauty instantly.

Ann Walsh:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Functional Beauty this book consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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