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On September 11, 1844, Henry Lehman arrived in New York City on a boat from Germany. Soon after, he
moved to Montgomery, Alabama, where he and his brother Emanuel established a modest cotton brokering
firm that would come to be called Lehman Brothers.

On September 15, 2008, Dick Fuld, the last CEO of Lehman Brothers, filed for corporate bankruptcy amid
one of the worst financial crises in American history. After 164 years, one of the largest and most respected
investment banks in the world was gone, leaving everyone wondering, "How could this have happened?"

Peter Chapman, an editor and writer for The Financial Times, answers this question by exploring the
complete history of Lehman Brothers between those two historic Septembers. He takes us back to its early
days as a cotton broker in Alabama, and then to its glory days as one of the leading corporate financiers in
America. He also provides an intimate portrait of the people who ran Lehman over the decades-from Henry
Lehman, the founder, to Bobbie Lehman, who led the company into the world of radio, motion pictures, and
air travel in first part of the 20th century, to Dick Fuld, who allowed it to morph into a dealer of shoddy
securities.

Throughout his account of this imperiously rich firm, Chapman examines the impact Lehman Brothers had
not only on American finance but also on American life. As a major backer of companies like Pan American
Airlines, Macy's, and RKO, Lehman helped lead the country into major new industries and helped support
some of its most intrepid entrepreneurs.

He then shows how, starting in the 1980s, Lehman's increased focus on short-term gain investments led the
firm down the dangerous path that would eventually lead to its demise.

In the end, the story of Lehman Brothers is not only the story of a truly important American company but a
cautionary tale of what happens when leaders lose sight of their core mission in their quest for something too
good to be true.
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From reader reviews:

John Whetstone:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to be learn. The
Last of the Imperious Rich: Lehman Brothers, 1844-2008 can be your answer since it can be read by you
who have those short free time problems.

Ann Potter:

The book untitled The Last of the Imperious Rich: Lehman Brothers, 1844-2008 contain a lot of information
on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Suanne Barnwell:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Last of the Imperious Rich:
Lehman Brothers, 1844-2008 which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Cynthia Tso:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of
book The Last of the Imperious Rich: Lehman Brothers, 1844-2008. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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