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First published in 1949, this remarkable book is the culmination of a life-long study of every aspect of the
potato. Dr Salaman is concerned first with the history of the potato as a member of the botanical genus
Solanum, its adaptation by man as a cultivated plant, and the record of its spread throughout the world;
secondly he considers the influence the potato has exerted upon the social structure and economy of different
peoples at different times. The archaeological and anthropological evidence for the early significance of the
potato among the peoples of Latin America is discussed in detail with numerous illustrations, but the central
portion of the book is concerned with the European, and particularly the Irish evidence. Naturally the Great
Hunger is the most dramatic single episode in the entire work, and Dr Salaman does full justice to his tragic
theme, concluding with the observation that in Ireland 'the potato ended in wrecking both exploited and
exploiter'. Elegantly written, with numerous vivid anecdotes, Salaman's History has long enjoyed the status
of a classic. This revised impression, with a new introduction and emendations by Professor J. G. Hawkes,
enables another generation of readers to sample what Eric Hobsbawm has referred to as 'that magnificent
monument of scholarship and humanity'.
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From reader reviews:

Dale Hollander:

The book The History and Social Influence of the Potato (Cambridge Paperback Library) make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
examining a book The History and Social Influence of the Potato (Cambridge Paperback Library) to get your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a guide
The History and Social Influence of the Potato (Cambridge Paperback Library). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Matilda Greiner:

The book The History and Social Influence of the Potato (Cambridge Paperback Library) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book
The History and Social Influence of the Potato (Cambridge Paperback Library)? A few of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book The History and Social Influence of the Potato (Cambridge
Paperback Library) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can seem the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Rhonda Hoffman:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The History and Social Influence of the
Potato (Cambridge Paperback Library) is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Willodean Samples:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide The History and Social Influence of the Potato (Cambridge
Paperback Library) was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how
big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book you wanted.
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