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Northern New England in the late nineteenth century saw an explosion of what we now call "new home
construction." The railroads had opened up the mountains to tourists while steamers regularly plied the coast.
The concept of a paid summer vacation was gaining traction, and families, both rich and poor, were eager to
rusticate in small villages where, close to nature, they would enjoy the blessings of a salubrious climate.
Middle-class families could afford to build homes, and since their budgets precluded "name" architects, the
need was answered by native builders, talented craftsmen familiar with the local resources who could draw
the basic lines, muster and supervise a building crew, and meet the needs of clients. These weren't the fancy
summer "cottages" of Newport or Bar Harbor, but simple structures erected on modest budgets for
comfortable summer living. Many were, and still appear, very beautiful, and the best examples are shown in
this striking survey of houses built by self-taught architects whose work survives as testaments to their skill.

The men behind the developments were far more than builders; they acted as land speculators, developers,
and architects. They ran the typical three-man crews, house-sat over the winter, and were the liaisons with
the "summer people" who would arrive in June and leave in early September. The houses they built were
sensitive to the local topography and connected to the landscape as masterpieces of vernacular design. From
the seacoast and islands of Maine to the hill towns, lakes, and rivers of Vermont and New Hampshire, Pfeffer
has thoroughly researched and thoughtfully photographed the best examples. His text is rich with history and
commentary. Far more than a pretty picture book, this is a scholarly and richly documented survey of master
craftsmen whose subtle but powerful influence on the northern New England landscape is poignantly
recorded in these pages.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Villegas:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Hand of the Small-Town Builder: Summer Homes in Northern New
England, 1876-1930. Try to make book The Hand of the Small-Town Builder: Summer Homes in Northern
New England, 1876-1930 as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Darren Billups:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Hand of the Small-Town Builder: Summer Homes in
Northern New England, 1876-1930. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important any book The Hand of the Small-Town Builder: Summer Homes
in Northern New England, 1876-1930. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

David Colon:

This The Hand of the Small-Town Builder: Summer Homes in Northern New England, 1876-1930 are
generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this The
Hand of the Small-Town Builder: Summer Homes in Northern New England, 1876-1930 can be one of many
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information
that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere
and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Hand of the Small-Town
Builder: Summer Homes in Northern New England, 1876-1930 giving you an enormous of experience such
as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

Nicholas Poston:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Hand of the Small-Town Builder:



Summer Homes in Northern New England, 1876-1930, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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