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Two leading psychoanalysts resolve the conflict between attachment theory and trauma theory.

In From Death Instinct to Attachment Theory, Tomas Geyskens and Philippe Van Haute address a theoretical
conflict at the heart of contemporary psychoanalysis. Analytic theory, especially the work of Melanie Klein,
asserts the developmental primacy of infantile Hilflosigkeit and the trauma it inevitably inflicts; however,
John Bowlby and other attachment theorists have shown that attachment to the mother is primary and
instinctive—and not the result of traumatic helplessness.

Geyskens and Van Haute resolve the apparent tension between the empirical fact of the primacy of
attachment and the fundamental psychoanalytic theory of infantile trauma by drawing on Imre Hermann’s
distinction between natural development and subjective history. Arguing that Hermann’s theory constitutes a
workable clinical anthropology of attachment, they undertake a deep and revealing analysis of the work of
Freud and Klein on the death instinct, trauma, and infantile sexuality; the critique leveled by attachment
theorists like Bowlby; and the overlooked insights of the Hungarian School of Psychoanalysis.

From Death Instinct to Attachment Theory offers an elegant answer to an important problem in
psychoanalysis and provides new insight into the sort of clinical phenomena that led Freud to move beyond
the pleasure principle in the first place.
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From reader reviews:

Connie King:

The event that you get from From Death Instinct to Attachment Theory is the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but From Death Instinct to Attachment Theory giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this specific From Death Instinct to Attachment Theory instantly.

Yasmin Parker:

The e-book untitled From Death Instinct to Attachment Theory is the reserve that recommended to you to
see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the
book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly
get the e-book of From Death Instinct to Attachment Theory from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Martin Thomas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this From Death Instinct to Attachment Theory
reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty From Death Instinct to Attachment Theory
as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book
by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Todd Robinson:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This From Death Instinct to Attachment Theory can be
the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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