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Book may have numerous typos, missing text, images, or index. Purchasers can download a free scanned
copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. 1864. Excerpt: ... CHAPTER I. ANALYSIS
OF THE PROCESS FOLLOWED BY CHILDREN. rFHERE are certain maxims which have exer-*- cised a
most pernicious influence in deterring people from the study of languages, and from the investigations
requisite to lead to the discovery of the proper method of acquiring them. It is currently believed, on the
authority of great names, that the aptitude which we display in childhood is lost by degrees as we grow to
maturity; and that there is a special faculty which characterizes the linguist, without which no great or rapid
progress can reasonably be expected. But we have no proof that any of our powers begin to decay in early
life, nor are we in possession of any analysis of the infantile process, complete enough to enable us to
determine by what method, or by what concurrence of accidents, B it happens that every child acquires an
idiomatic power over the language of those among whom his lot may be cast. We may, therefore, repudiate
those maxims, and thus get rid of the two chief obstacles which we encounter on the threshold. In other
pursuits we work upon certain intelligible principles, and we gradually obtain definite results, commensurate
with our efforts; but no true mode of action has been laid down, whereby an educated man, even when
residing abroad, can reasonably expect to acquire a free colloquial use of a foreign language, without going
through a course of study, which is always either tedious or laborious, and which, in many instances, proves
unavailing. The scholar fails in spite of the advantages he possesses in having access to the accumulated
learning, and the combined experience and skill of all Christendom. And yet every one of his children, unless
subjected to counteracting influences, accomplishes the task without books, without study, and without ins...
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From reader reviews:

Dora Dickey:

Here thing why this specific The mastery of languages; or, The art of speaking foreign tongues idiomatically
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The mastery of languages; or, The art of
speaking foreign tongues idiomatically giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with The mastery of languages; or, The art of
speaking foreign tongues idiomatically. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal
eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The mastery of languages; or, The art of speaking
foreign tongues idiomatically in e-book can be your alternate.

Judith Craig:

Often the book The mastery of languages; or, The art of speaking foreign tongues idiomatically will bring
someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The
mastery of languages; or, The art of speaking foreign tongues idiomatically is much recommended to you to
see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Elizabeth Blake:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
all day every day to reading a guide. The book The mastery of languages; or, The art of speaking foreign
tongues idiomatically it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book offers high quality.

Cynthia Tso:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
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