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As long as there have been maps, cartographers have grappled with the impossibility of portraying the earth
in two dimensions. To solve this problem mapmakers have created hundreds of map projections,
mathematical methods for drawing the round earth on a flat surface. Yet of the hundreds of existing
projections, and the infinite number that are theoretically possible, none is perfectly accurate.

Flattening the Earth is the first detailed history of map projections since 1863. John P. Snyder discusses and
illustrates the hundreds of known projections created from 500 B.C. to the present, emphasizing
developments since the Renaissance and closing with a look at the variety of projections made possible by
computers.

The book contains 170 illustrations, including outline maps from original sources and modern computerized
reconstructions. Though the text is not mathematically based, a few equations are included to permit the
more technical reader to plot some projections. Tables summarize the features of nearly two hundred
different projections and list those used in nineteenth-and twentieth-century atlases.

"This book is unique and significant: a thorough, well-organized, and insightful history of map projections.
Snyder is the world's foremost authority on the subject and a significant innovator in his own right."—Mark
Monmonier, author of How to Lie with Maps and Mapping It Out: Expository Cartography for the
Humanities and Social Sciences.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Evert:

The particular book Flattening the Earth: Two Thousand Years of Map Projections will bring someone to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Flattening the Earth: Two
Thousand Years of Map Projections is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Rachel Leadbetter:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be Flattening the Earth: Two Thousand Years of Map Projections why
because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Walter Blankenship:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Different categories of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Flattening the Earth: Two Thousand Years
of Map Projections.

James Scott:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Flattening the Earth: Two Thousand
Years of Map Projections to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a
book and learn it. Beside that the book Flattening the Earth: Two Thousand Years of Map Projections can to
be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their
time.
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