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After invading Tunisia in 1881, the French installed a protectorate in which they shared power with the
Tunisian ruling dynasty and, due to the dynasty’s treaties with other European powers, with some of their
imperial rivals. This “indirect” form of colonization was intended to prevent the violent clashes marking
France’s outright annexation of neighboring Algeria. But as Mary Dewhurst Lewis shows in Divided Rule,
France’s method of governance in Tunisia actually created a whole new set of conflicts. In one of the most
dynamic crossroads of the Mediterranean world, residents of Tunisia— whether Muslim, Jewish, or
Christian—navigated through the competing power structures to further their civil rights and individual
interests and often thwarted the aims of the French state in the process.

Over time, these everyday challenges to colonial authority led France to institute reforms that slowly
undermined Tunisian sovereignty and replaced it with a more heavy-handed form of rule—a move also
intended to ward off France's European rivals, who still sought influence in Tunisia. In so doing, the French
inadvertently encouraged a powerful backlash with major historical consequences, as Tunisians developed
one of the earliest and most successful nationalist movements in the French empire. Based on archival
research in four countries, Lewis uncovers important links between international power politics and everyday
matters of rights, identity, and resistance to colonial authority, while re-interpreting the whole arc of French
rule in Tunisia from the 1880s to the mid-20th century. Scholars, students, and anyone interested in the
history of politics and rights in North Africa, or in the nature of imperialism more generally, will gain a
deeper understanding of these issues from this sophisticated study of colonial Tunisia.
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From reader reviews:

Yadira Singh:

The book Divided Rule: Sovereignty and Empire in French Tunisia, 1881-1938 can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good
thing like a book Divided Rule: Sovereignty and Empire in French Tunisia, 1881-1938? Several of you have
a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Divided Rule: Sovereignty and Empire in French
Tunisia, 1881-1938 has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
search the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

James Smith:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Divided Rule: Sovereignty and Empire in French Tunisia, 1881-1938, it is possible to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Brian Rankins:

The book untitled Divided Rule: Sovereignty and Empire in French Tunisia, 1881-1938 is the e-book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Divided Rule: Sovereignty and Empire in
French Tunisia, 1881-1938 from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Frank Foushee:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Divided Rule: Sovereignty and Empire in French
Tunisia, 1881-1938 was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Divided
Rule: Sovereignty and Empire in French Tunisia, 1881-1938 has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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