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Why is it that many large public projects run out of control in terms of scope, budget and time? How can it
be explained that urban regeneration programs are highly successful in one neighborhood but fail to deliver
in an adjacent neighborhood? Why is it that public policies can return unexpected and sometimes even
unwanted outcomes, despite meticulous planning? Why is public decision-making such a complex affair?
The world is an erratic place, full of surprises, some of which are wanted and others are unwanted. Public
decision-making in this world is like punching clouds: considerable energy is put into the punching but the
cloud goes its own way, despite the punches. Recent ideas and insights from the complexity sciences
improve our understanding of the intricate nature of public decision-making. This book offers a bridge
between the study of public decision-making in the domain of Public Administration on the one hand, and
the complexity sciences on the other hand. It is aimed at (doctoral) students and scholars in Public
Administration who are curious about how the complexity sciences can inform the analysis and
understanding of public decision-making. The book introduces important concepts such as systems, non-
linear dynamics, self-organization and coevolution, and discusses their relevance to public decision-making.
It also proposes a case-based research method for researching this complexity. Lasse Gerrits, Ph.D. is
associate professor in Public Administration at the Erasmus University Rotterdam (the Netherlands) and
member of the research group Governance of Complex Systems.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Amos:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Punching Clouds: An
Introduction to the Complexity of Public Decision-Making? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Michael Pabon:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world, the
particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Punching Clouds: An
Introduction to the Complexity of Public Decision-Making. All type of book could you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Tasha Banda:

The feeling that you get from Punching Clouds: An Introduction to the Complexity of Public Decision-
Making is the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Punching Clouds: An Introduction to the
Complexity of Public Decision-Making giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this kind of Punching Clouds: An Introduction to the Complexity of Public Decision-Making
instantly.

Patricia Coburn:

Punching Clouds: An Introduction to the Complexity of Public Decision-Making can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Punching Clouds: An Introduction to the Complexity of Public Decision-
Making however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial considering.
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