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"I send you this little book written down in my name, that you may read it for your education, as a kind of
mirror."

So wrote the Frankish noblewoman Dhuoda to her young son William in the middle of the ninth century.
Intended as a guide to right conduct, the book was to be shared in time with William's younger brother.
Dhuoda's situation was poignant. Her husband, Bernard, the count of Septimania, was away and she was
separated from her children. William was by Charles the Bald as a guarantee of his father's loyalty, and the
younger son's whereabouts were unknown. As war raged in the crumbling Carolingian Empire, the grieving
mother, fearing for the spiritual and physical welfare of her absent sons, began in 841 to write her loving
counsel in a handbook. Two years later she sent it to William.

Handbook for William memorably expresses Dhuoda's maternal feelings, religious fervor, and learning. In
teaching her children how they might flourish in God's eyes, as well as humanity's, Dhuoda reveals the
authority of Carolingian women in aristocratic households. She dwells on family relations, social order, the
connection between religious and military responsibility, and, always, the central place of Christian devotion
in a noble life.

One of the few surviving texts written by a woman in the Middle Ages, Dhuoda's Liber manualis was
available in only two faulty Latin manuscripts until a third, superior one was discovered in the 1950s. This
English translation is based on the 1975 critical edition and French translation by Pierre Riché. Now
available for the first time in paperback, it includes an afterword written by Carol Neel that takes into
account recent scholarship and the 1991 revised edition of Riché's text.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Santiago:

This Handbook for William: A Carolingian Woman's Counsel for Her Son, trans. by Carol Neel (Medieval
Texts in Translation) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Handbook for
William: A Carolingian Woman's Counsel for Her Son, trans. by Carol Neel (Medieval Texts in Translation)
without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always
be worry Handbook for William: A Carolingian Woman's Counsel for Her Son, trans. by Carol Neel
(Medieval Texts in Translation) can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Handbook for William:
A Carolingian Woman's Counsel for Her Son, trans. by Carol Neel (Medieval Texts in Translation) having
fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Justin Campbell:

The book with title Handbook for William: A Carolingian Woman's Counsel for Her Son, trans. by Carol
Neel (Medieval Texts in Translation) has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the
world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Sandra Forester:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer might be Handbook for William: A Carolingian Woman's Counsel for Her Son, trans. by
Carol Neel (Medieval Texts in Translation) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Robert Jones:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Handbook for William: A Carolingian Woman's
Counsel for Her Son, trans. by Carol Neel (Medieval Texts in Translation) can give you a lot of buddies
because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you



information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Handbook for William: A Carolingian Woman's Counsel for Her Son,
trans. by Carol Neel (Medieval Texts in Translation).
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