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Traces of the living animal run across the entire corpus of medieval writing and reveal how pervasively
animals mattered in medieval thought and practice. In fascinating scenes of cross-species encounters, a raven
offers St. Cuthbert a lump of lard that waterproofs his visitors' boots for a whole year, a scholar finds
inspiration for his studies in his cat's perfect focus on killing mice, and a dispossessed knight wins back his
heritage only to give it up again in order to save the life of his warhorse. Readers have often taken such
encounters to be merely figurative or fanciful, but Susan Crane discovers that these scenes of interaction are
firmly grounded in the intimate cohabitation with animals that characterized every medieval milieu from
palace to village. The animal encounters of medieval literature reveal their full meaning only when we
recover the living animal's place within the written animal.

The grip of a certain humanism was strong in medieval Britain, as it is today: the humanism that conceives
animals in diametrical opposition to humankind. Yet medieval writing was far from univocal in this regard.
Latin and vernacular works abound in other ways of thinking about animals that invite the saint, the scholar,
and the knight to explore how bodies and minds interpenetrate across species lines. Crane brings these other
ways of thinking to light in her readings of the beast fable, the hunting treatise, the saint's life, the bestiary,
and other genres. Her substantial contribution to the field of animal studies investigates how animals and
people interact in culture making, how conceiving the animal is integral to conceiving the human, and how
cross-species encounters transform both their animal and their human participants.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Farley:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Animal Encounters: Contacts and Concepts in
Medieval Britain (The Middle Ages Series). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As
long as we know about how is important a new book Animal Encounters: Contacts and Concepts in
Medieval Britain (The Middle Ages Series). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Dan Williams:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Animal Encounters:
Contacts and Concepts in Medieval Britain (The Middle Ages Series) suitable to you? The actual book was
written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Animal Encounters: Contacts and Concepts in
Medieval Britain (The Middle Ages Series)is a single of several books in which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter
the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently
all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Henry Evans:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Animal
Encounters: Contacts and Concepts in Medieval Britain (The Middle Ages Series) your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Animal Encounters: Contacts and Concepts in
Medieval Britain (The Middle Ages Series) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning
a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Samuel Gorman:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named
of book Animal Encounters: Contacts and Concepts in Medieval Britain (The Middle Ages Series). You can
include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and



make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you
from one destination for a other place.
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